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If you really investigate
UAH's history, how it all
started and when and why,
you might decide that the
whole thing goes back to Wes, Hunhville
Scho°'
1943 and the day Pat
Richardson was hit in the
neck by a softbalL
Richardson was a freshman at the U.S. Military Academy at West
Point. Nominated to the academy by his father's former law partner,
U.S. Rep. (and later senator) John Sparkman, he planned a career as
an Army officer.
But on that summer day in 1943 plebe
Richardson was an outfielder concentrating
on the Softball game in front of him and, to a
lesser extent, on the games around him. That
was because the field on which he played was
one of several arranged with the various
backstops at the corners of a larger field, so
that outfielders in simultaneous games played
back-to-back with one another.
You guessed it.
A batted ball from another field smacked
Richardson hard on the back of the neck.
"1 didn't pay that much attention to it at the
recently. "It hurt, but I didn't leave the game."
During "parade" the following day, however, he passed out. An
examination at the academy infirmary found no obvious problem.
Richardson was returned to duty.
During "parade" the following day, however, he passed out —
again. And again on the third day.
After Sparkman called the academy's commanding officer to ask
what was happening to his ex-partner's son, Richardson was taken to
Walter Reed Hospital for a thorough exam. Doctors found that the
Softball had damaged a nerve bundle that controls blood pressure,
leaving him to this day with a slow pulse rate and abnormally low
blood pressure.
Richardson's dream of a military career was over.
And this has what to do with UAH?
- continued on page 9
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New fitness center is for alumni, too
The new University Fitness Center
glows into the night as workers push
to finish construction on schedule.
Artists' renderings of the building
interior show a few of the facilities
that will be available.

Health conscious alumni have reason
to celebrate as the new University
Fitness Center is set to open in late
August.
All UAH graduates are eligible to
buy memberships. Special discounts are
offered to members of the UAH Alumni
Association.
What's more, the one-time $50 regis
tration fee will be waived for alumni who
join the fitness center program before
Oct. 1.
The 74,100-square-foot facility
includes a swimming pool, weight
training and aerobics rooms, basketball
and volleyball courts, a 220-yard indoor
track, locker rooms, and a juice bar. The
wide selection of fitness classes will
be offered, ranging from yoga, kickboxing
and cycling, to workout programs intend
ed to improve flexibility and strength.

Other services will include fitness
assessments, classes on weight control
and smoking cessation, and a selection
of programs on nutrition, ergonomics and
healthy lifestyle.
UAH graduates who are members
of the alumni association receive a
discounted rate of $40 per month — the
equivalent of six weeks free on a yearlong
membership. To qualify for your dis
count, simply show your current alumni
association membership card when you
register.
If you haven't joined the alumni
association and would like to, go to our
web site at http://www.uah.edu, click on
"Alumni and Friends," then on
"Membership." A one-year membership
costs $25.
The fitness center rate for UAH grad
uates who are not association members is
$45 per month.
To join the University Fitness Center,
stop by the membership office at 500
John Wright Dr.
Need more information? Call (256)
824-5500.
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Welcome!
Welcome to our special, 50th year
commemorative edition of the UAH
Alumni News.
Well, actually, it's more like our 50 and twothirds year birthday. Why are we celebrating
our 50th year so late?
This publication didn't exist eight months
ago. We couldn't talk about the 50th birthday
on our 50th birthday. But 50th anniversaries are
too rare and too special to let them slip by
unremarked due to something as transient as
the passage of a few inconvenient months.
So here we are.
In gathering the material for the 50th
anniversary edition, we turned to our faculty
and staff, some of our alumni and a couple of
special friends. 1 used interviews from the
Silver Celebration back in 1999, old newspaper
clippings, a couple of semi-official university
histories ... in short, just about everything I
could get my hands on.
And I used way less than half of it. For a
school that's only 50 (and two-thirds) years old,
UAH has a lot of history. If someone wanted to
write it, UAH's unique story might make an
interesting book. (In fact, Dr. Andrew Dunar in
UAH's History Department and several
students are gathering material for an oral
history of UAH.) But I didn't have a book to
work with.
Right up front then, let me apologize for
what we left out:
There is little or no reference to when
academic programs started or were accredited.
Nothing at all about colleges and schools
being organized and reorganized. And reorgan
ized.

Next to nothing about the comings and
goings of deans and vice presidents.
Some of the people I interviewed were very
specific about "be sure to mention so-and-so."
The problem is, there were so many people
who gave their time and effort and money qnd
influence to build UAH that simply listing
them would take up pretty much the entire
magazine.
So I didn't.
To everyone who responded to my request
for UAH memories, please accept my heartfelt
thanks. We gathered so much good information
that we've decided to put a little bit of UAH
history in future editions of the Alumni News.
We also tapped into a significant supply of
photographs from UAH's past, especially from
the 1960s through the present. Unfortunately,
most of them didn't have information
identifying when or why the photos were taken.
If you see a picture in the history section that
doesn't have at least a date on it, it's because
we didn't have that information.
That's where we need your assistance. If you
can help us identify those pictures, please let
me know. We will try to run the photo and the
story behind it in a future magazine.
If you have a story to tell, a memory to share
or the ID for a mystery photo, please drop me a
line at either gentryp@uah.edu or by snail mail
at Alumni House 112, UAH, Huntsville, AL
35899.
Thanks,

Phillip Gentry
Editor
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Residence Hall under construction
Construction is underway on a 90,000-square-foot
residence hall. The new facility will be across from
Morton Hall and will reflect that building's
architecture. The four-story facility will provide
housing for 248 students.
"Over the past several years UAH has experienced
an increasing demand for on-campus housing as our
full-time, undergraduate student population continues
to grow," said UAH President Frank Franz said. "This
new facility will satisfy student needs for additional
high-quality housing. This additional student
residential space will enhance enrollment, student
retention and the quality of student life at UAH."
The new residence hall will have 56 four-bedroom
suites and eight three-bedroom suites. Each suite will
have a common living/dining room, a kitchen area
with a microwave oven, refrigerator and a sink. Each
bedroom will be wired for Internet, telephone and
cable TV service.
SKT Architects of Huntsville designed the facility,
and Ronnie Rex Wallace Contractor Inc. is in charge
of construction. A bond issue underwritten by the
UAH Foundation will finance the $9.1 million
construction project. The bonds will be repaid through
student housing fees.

Computerized renderings of the residence
hall show how it will look from the front (top),
rear (bottom) and from the side looking
toward Morton Hall.

And he gave UAH the keys ...
When SCI bought the building that years later
would become UAH's Technology Hall, apparently
keys weren't included in the purchase price.
During ceremonies honoring the SCI founder and
chairman emeritus, Olin King, and renaming
Technology Hall in his honor, King said that when SCI
bought the 138,000-square-foot building from IBM
there was one unexpected stumbling block.
While trucks filled with SCI equipment lined up
along Technology Drive, King said he went to close the
deal for the desperately needed space. After the con
tracts were signed however, IBM's attorney said the
keys to the building were magnetic cards. There were
proprietary and security issues.
SCI couldn't have the keys to its new building.
SCI finally moved into the building after having the
specially-hardened security locks on a front door drilled
out. The building served as home to SCI's administra
tive offices for several years, until the company moved
those offices to a building on Clinton Avenue.
UAH got Olin King Technology Hall from SCI in a
"gift-purchase" agreement. This time, the deal included
keys.

UAH President Frank Franz, left, and SCI founder Olin King unveil the
plaque to be mounted at Olin King Technology Hall.

UAH moved into the refurbished and renovated building in
November 1999.
The building was renamed to recognize King's many contributions to
UAH and the community. King serves on the board of the UAH
Foundation and as a trustee of The University of Alabama System.

UAH wins unprecedented 5th concrete canoe crown
Faculty and students celebrated UAH's
record-breaking fifth national championship
in ceremonies outside Olin King Technology
Hall. UAH claimed the title after three days
of competition at San Diego State University
(below).

UAH engineers stand alone atop the
concrete-boat-building world after
winning an unprecedented fifth
American Society of Civil Engineers'
concrete canoe national championship
in June.
Going into this year's national
championship at San Diego State
University, UAH and the University
of California at Berkeley were tied with
four titles each. UAH previously won in
1993, '94, '96 and '98.
UAH won the technical design paper,
finished second in the canoe "final
product" judging and the overall races,
third in the trade show display and fifth
in the oral presentation.
Clemson University finished second.
Oklahoma State was third, followed by
Universite Laval of Canada.
UAH used a space-age concrete mix
and graphite mesh to make its 76 pound,
22.3-foot canoe, "Survivor." The 24
canoes in the national competition
averaged almost 17.5-feet long and about
117 pounds.
The unique concrete developed for
their canoe has UAH team members and
faculty advisors convinced that concrete
could be the next space age wonder
material. Spaceships made of concrete?
It could happen.
"There's a really good chance these
materials will replace the aerospace
composites that are out there now," says
UAH's Dr. John Gilbert. "I think we can
make structures out of concrete that are
lighter and more flexible than structures
made of graphite epoxy composites."

The UAH concrete could be used to
support telescopes in space, for rocket
fuselages, to build a lunar colony — or
for low-cost emergency shelters on Earth.
"A space station wall or space tele
scope mount made of this might be
thicker than graphite composites, but it
wouldn't necessarily be heavier," said
Gilbert, a team coach and professor of
mechanical engineering. "The concrete
is the lightest part of the structure. And
concrete would be less vulnerable to
things like radiation or atomic oxygen
erosion."
UAH's flexible concrete is the end
product of mixing and testing more than
200 combinations of Portland cement,
glass microbeads (microscopic hollow
spheres), latex, acrylic fortifier and
water. The end product is so light that a
solid block will float, and so flexible it
bends without breaking.
Bending is important. UAH's new
canoe has no internal struts or supports.
Instead, it was designed to bend and flex
— to "swim" through the water.
Designing a watercraft to flex is a
revolutionary proposal. Structures and
vehicles are normally designed and
reinforced to reduce or eliminate
bending and twisting. It's even more
revolutionary that the boat's natural
harmonic was intentionally lowered,
"tuning" the canoe so it reached
resonance when raced.
In engineering, resonance is almost
always thought to be a bad thing.
Every object has a natural frequency or
wavelength, based on size, shape, density

and other physical properties. Matching
an object's natural frequency with
outside forces, such as sound waves,
releases tremendous energy. That's why
certain high frequency musical notes can
break glass.
Perhaps the best example of what
happens when a large structure reaches
resonance was the first Tacoma Narrows
suspension bridge. In late 1940, powerful
wind blowing through the bridge cables
set up an extremely low frequency hum
that matched the bridge's natural
frequency. Film of the bridge shaking
itself to pieces is still shown around the
world.
Why design a canoe specifically to do
what the Tacoma Narrows bridge did?
To capture that energy.
A moving boat causes waves, setting
up turbulence and causing drag. The
boat fights against these forces to move
forward. A canoe at resonance might
move with the water rather than against
it, Gilbert said. Survivor is designed to
flex during each paddle stroke, storing
energy that is released between stokes.
"The boat surges forward and 'swims'
between strokes," said Gilbert.
The team also found that the boat's
flexing gives a unique ride compared to
rigid canoes — like the difference
between riding a bicycle and riding a
camel.
"We really had to train it and our
selves," Gilbert said. "We're trying to
deal with something as close to a living
thing as we've ever had. You have to get
used to that in the saddle, so to speak."

Stephenson tells class to 'make a difference'
Each alumnus in UAH's class of 2001
should "live your life as a leader who is driven
to make a difference."
That was the message of the address by
Arthur Stephenson, director of NASA's
Marshall Space Flight Center to the 1,082
UAH students who received diplomas in May
at the Von Braun Center.
"The greatest innate human desire, other
than to have a soul mate, is to make a
difference — to have an impact," he said.
"Teachers and college professors clearly have
an impact on their students. It is a very
rewarding profession, especially when
students take time to say, 'Thank you.'
"No amount of money can replace the
sense of accomplishment, a sense of making a
positive contribution. Live your life to make a
difference, at home with the family, as a
volunteer, and in your profession."
Stephenson, who has been MSFC director
since September 1998, also received an
honorary doctoral degree for his lifetime of
scientific achievement.
Of the degrees awarded this year, 738 were
bachelor's degrees and 314 were master's
degrees. UAH also awarded 30 doctoral
degrees.
"An exciting life offers one adventuresome
experience after another, each challenging us
in ways that stretch us," Stephenson told the
graduates. "Choose the path that stretches
your abilities."

Arthur Stephenson

UAH research analyst Glen
Haulenbeek, '01 B.S., physics,
hoists son Kyle aloft for pictures
(and cookies) at the reception
following UAH commencement
ceremonies in May at the
Von Braun Center.

NSSTC opens, then expands
Just three months
after a ribbon-cut
ting ceremony to
celebrate the grand
opening of the
National Space
Science and
Technology Center
(NSSTC), the
national laboratory is
expanding. The construction project will
add an 80,000-square-foot annex to the
original 120,000-square-foot building.
The NSSTC is a partnership of NASA's
Marshall Space Flight Center and
Alabama's research universities.
The laboratory is a clearinghouse for cut
ting-edge research in space science, Earth
sciences, information technology, optics
and energy technology, propulsion,
biotechnology and materials science.
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Some of the
addition's special
features include:
• A special
"shock-absorbing"
foundation to
protect sensitive
research from
disturbances and
vibrations, such as
those caused by traffic and wind.
• A high-bay area extending into the
second-floor to give scientists space to
develop and assemble large, balloon-borne
prototypes for the next generation of highenergy astrophysics space telescopes.
• Crowning the new annex will be a
glass-encased observation facility. Built to
withstand the strain of severe weather, it
will offer an ideal vantage point for
watching lightning during thunderstorms.

Trustees OK tuition,
fee hike
For the upcoming academic year,
the University of Alabama System
board of trustees has approved a 7.7
percent tuition and fee increase for
UAH, a boost that includes a fee
guaranteeing UAH students will be
provided state-of-the-art computer
laboratories.
UAH's tuition increase will hike
the cost for a full-time undergraduate
student $126 per semester during the
2001-2002 school year. Semester
tuition for full-time undergraduate
students (15 hours) will be $1,768.
The tuition hike incorporates a $2
per credit hour technology fee that
will provide an estimated $300,000
each year to the university, allowing
campus officials to plan for continu
ous upgrades of computers and other
equipment.

Students learn lessons from Formula SAE races
Members of the Charger Motor Sports
team learned a valuable lesson at the
nationals of the 2001 Formula SAE
race car competition: Nothing beats
preparation.
The Charger Motor Sports team
placed 72nd among 125 teams in the
annual Society of Automotive Engineers
competition in Michigan. While mem
bers of the team were disappointed with
the finish, they were also realistic. This
was UAH's first entry against universities
that have been involved in this
competition for more than 20 years.
Team leader James Mitchell, a senior
mechanical engineering student, said the
UAH team had high hopes. His personal
goal was to finish all five events in the
grueling competition, which would have
guaranteed UAH a spot among the top
30 teams.
A broken spindle kept UAH's car from
competing in the final two events.
Mitchell, named the Outstanding
Engineering Student of the Year, said the
team tried to pull together too many

UAH's Formula SAE racer zips around
the Michigan racetrack.

Businesses partner with UAH
to develop micro-technology
More than $2 million in gifts to
UAH from a private donor and
MEMS Optical of Huntsville will
create a starting point for developing
micro-electrical mechanical systems
(MEMS) technology.
"UAH's benefactors perceive the
importance of research into MEMS
and micro-optical research," said
UAH President Frank Franz. "They
are aware how this technology will
become an important part of Huntsville's economic infrastructure."
Coupled with grants from the
National Science Foundation, the
gifts are being used to transform space
in UAH's Optics Building into a
MEMS research facility, according
to Dr. Greg Nordin, an associate
professor of electrical and computer
engineering at UAH.
While several universities are
involved in MEMS research, UAH
scientists are focusing on specific areas
that marry photonics, optics and
MEMS in a broad range of devices.
While MEMS technology is closely
tied to information technology in its

early stages, Nordin says applications
have been found for products as
diverse as automobiles, scientific
analytical instruments, medical
devices, and aerospace navigational
systems in the commercial sector, as
well as various uses in the defense
industry.
An early research project at UAH
is expected to result in a device that
will turn optical waves 90 degrees in a
distance of one micron, said Nordin.
The smallest structure that can
perform that task today is one
centimeter wide.
By comparison, a normal strand of
human hair is 100 microns thick.
The most well-known application
of this device will be an optical
switch, according to Nordin. Such a
device will lead to equipment that will
dramatically speed data transmission.
"The Internet is driving an
explosive growth of demand for band
width," he said. "Many devices will be
badly needed to keep up with that
growth. Optical switches are one
example of those devices."

details at the last minute.
"The car wasn't quite complete
before we left for Michigan, and we were
literally putting the car together on the
truck on the way to the competition," he
said. "We had never even driven the car
until we arrived in Michigan. The car
Vever ran under its own power until the
technical inspections.
"Next year we will get the car done
well ahead of time," he said. "We want
to leave a lot of time for testing and
driving."
He said the key words for UAH's car
next year are stronger, simpler and lighter.
The Charger entry this year weighed 603
pounds. Mitchell wants to shave at least
100 pounds from that.
While the students will build a new car
from scratch for next year's competition,
team members plan to drive this year's
entry to learn more about the car's
capabilities.
For more information on UAH
Charger Motor Sports, see the web site at
www.fsae.uah.edu

Butler Scholars Program
gives students head start
Area high school students and
graduates are finding college hours to
their credit at UAH before they even
enroll as freshmen.
The Tom Butler Scholars Program,
established by state Sen. Tom Butler,
offers full-tuition scholarships for one
course per semester at UAH for students
from the 15 high schools in Butler's
district who enroll in either UAH's Dual
Credit or Early Start programs.
"There is not a more important task
we can undertake than to provide
opportunities for our children to further
their educations," Butler said.
Area high schools participating in the
Butler Scholars Program are Ardmore,
Athens, Athens Bible, Bob Jones, Butler,
Catholic, Clements, Decatur, East
Limestone, Elkmont, Madison Academy,
Sparkman, Tanner, West Limestone and
Westminster.
During the spring and summer semester,
14 high school students enrolled in classes
at UAH through the Butler Scholars
Program.
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Grant to help UAH expand
'hands-on' science program

Parrotf>eads

and

Pyrotechnic*

More than 11,000 middle school students in North
Alabama will put down their science textbooks next
year so they can get a hands-on introduction to the
"gee whiz" aspects of science.
A $720,000, five-year grant from the National
Science Foundation will let UAH expand the Handson Activity Science Program (HASP) into middle
schools in seven North Alabama school districts.
HASP changes science education from textbook
driven to a more inquiry centered curriculum, in which
students learn science by hands-on activities.
Established at UAH in 1990, HASP programs
for elementary grades have been instituted in school
systems across North Alabama. HASP has been listed
by the National Science Resource Center as one of the
top eight science education programs in America.

Harris wins NACDA honor
UAH Athletic Director Jim Harris was named
southeastern D-II athletic director of the year for
2000-2001 by the National Association of Collegiate
Directors of Athletics.
Harris joined the UAH staff in 1995. During his
tenure, UAH has won two national championships,
joined the Gulf South Conference, won eight GSC
championships, added four varsity sports, and helped
found College Hockey America.
Almost half of all Charger athletes have grade point
averages at or above 3.0.
Before coming to UAH Harris was an associate
athletic director at Utah State University, an assistant
athletic director at Rice University, a member of the
development staff at Ohio State, and director of
athletic development at Bowling Green State
University.

Two faux fan favorites
headlined Springfest 2001 in April. The Key
West Band specializes in Caribbean beats, a la Jimmy
Buffet, while Hotter Than Hell reproduces the look, sound
and explosion-racked feel of concerts performed by the
rock band KISS in its heyday more than 20 years ago.
They were two of five bands that performed on the UAH
campus during the week-long festival. (UAH photos by
Susan Carlson)

Dr. Carl Djerassi, the person credited as the inventor
of the birth control pill in 1951, shares a light
moment with UAH students and faculty before his
scheduled lecture at the UAH University Center. A
professor at Stanford University, Djerassi has recent
ly turned to writing, using six "science-in-fiction"
novels and two plays to bring issues in science
and technology to a larger public audience.
Djerassi's visit and lecture were sponsored by
UAH's new biotechnology program.

When UAH's first classes met there in the early 1950s, West Huntsville High School was a county school. It later became a city school, the
original Butler High School, which was on the site of the present Stone Middle School on Clinton Avenue at Governors Drive.
- continued from page I

Discharged from West Point,
Richardson came home to Huntsville,
then used his military disability benefits
to pay his way through school at The
University of Alabama. That's why in
1946 he was working his way through
law school as a graduate fellow teaching
in the UA College of Commerce
when two things happened "almost
contemporaneously."
The U.S. Chamber of Commerce
issued a study ranking education as the
number one factor influencing economic
growth. And the university's Extension
Division announced plans to open an
extension center in Gadsden.
The planets and stars aligned. In
Richardson's mind the events coalesced
and something went "click." Huntsville,
he decided, also needed an extension
center.

Dr. John Morton, director of the UA Extension
Office in Tuscaloosa, did double duty as
the first director of the UA center in Huntsville.

The Campaign Begins
"I was teaching economics and
marketing in the commerce school, so
I was attuned to higher education," he
recalled. "In other words, the seed was
falling on fertilized ground."
"Huntsville was among several cities
considered by the university in 1935
as a possible location for one of these
first permanent university resident
centers. Due to the apathy of community
leadership, university officials dropped
Huntsville from the list of prospective
sites. In 1937 a center was opened 35
miles from Huntsville in Decatur. It suf
fered from a lack of support and
remained open only a year."
- 'The University of Alabama in
Huntsville - A History"
James Ferguson III, pub. 1975

Richardson and fellow law student
Macon Weaver visited Dr. Richard
Eastwood in the university's Extension
Division.
"After several meetings with Dick
Eastwood, he apparently became
convinced that the only way to get rid
of me was to pass me along to someone
else," Richardson said. "That person was
Dr. John R. Morton, who was director of
adult education."
The lobbying effort continued for
several months. "I guess Jack Morton
finally became convinced that the only
way he was going to get rid of me was to
tell me that if I could prove it, he would
do it. So I came home to prove it, 'it'
being that Huntsville could support a
university center, that there was a need
and a market."
Coincidentally, at the same time
Richardson was lobbying Morton and

finishing law school, the editor of The
Huntsville Times was also trying to bring
a college to Huntsville. Amid speculation
that the Methodist Church might close
Sneed Junior College in Boaz and/or
Athens College, Reese Amis mounted an
editorial campaign urging the church to
consolidate the schools in Huntsville.
While that campaign was unsuccessful,
Richardson returned to Huntsville to
find a core group of community leaders
already convinced of the value of
bringing higher education to town.
"I went to Reese Amis and persuaded
him that there was a realistic possibility
of getting a university center established
here, that I had a commitment from Dr.
Morton that if I could demonstrate a
demand for it, he would recommend to
the dean of the Extension Division that
they open one," Richardson said.
Amis got solidly behind the idea, run
ning an editorial campaign endorsing it.
The Huntsville Chamber of Commerce
appointed a University Center
Committee, chaired by Richardson.
The timing couldn't have been better.
Only three of nine cotton mills
surrounding Huntsville were operating.
Almost all of the 20,000 people who
worked at both Huntsville Arsenal and
Redstone Arsenal during World War II
lost their jobs when the arsenals closed
after the Japanese surrender. By 1948 the
War Assets Administration had jurisdic
tion and the property was for sale.
"The veterans were coming home from
the war and they were all unemployed,"
Richardson said. "The best deal going
for them was the G.I. Bill, which really
accounted for the demand for the
university center."
Richardson's committee visited local
high schools, soliciting non-binding
- continued on page 10

By the Spring quarter enrollment
t
j jumped to 234. The center's first full% time faculty member, John McCormick,
J was hired to teach English in September.
§ The average age of the Huntsville
ij students was about 30. Less than 5
j percent were under 20. Nonetheless, the
| university's Huntsville center looked like
f an instant success.
| No one was prepared for the impact
§ that Dr. Wernher von Braun and the
J U.S. Army rocket team would have on
Huntsville, on the university center, and
on the world.

West Huntsville School circa 1950
- continued from page 9

applications from students. Local
industries and veterans' groups were
surveyed.
"Late in the buildup of the series
the Times published a story about the
university center, with a coupon to fill
out, clip and send in if you thought you
might be interested in attending classes
at a university center. We got enough of
those coupons returned (499 of them) to
convince Dr. Morton that the demand
was there.
"He was very skeptical of my numbers.
I had to take the coupons to him so he
could see them."
Finally convinced, Morton passed
along his recommendation to the dean
of the Extension Division, Dr. Robert E.
Tidwell.
On Nov. 16, 1949, Dr. John Gallalee,
president of the University of Alabama,
attended a meeting in the Huntsville
Electric Department auditorium.
Richardson, Amis and others had been
drumming up a crowd. Impressed by the
local support, Gallalee committed to
open an extension center in Huntsville
in time for the winter quarter.
The Madison County school board
agreed to let the university use (at a
nominal cost) facilities at West
Huntsville High School for late after
noon and night classes. West Huntsville
later became a city school, the first
Butler High School, on the site of what
is now Stone Middle School.
Morton was named acting director.

The first classes at The University of
Alabama's Huntsville Center were
taught on Jan. 6, 1950, with 137 students
enrolled in ten freshman-level classes.
Each paid a $2 registration fee, plus $4
for each credit hour.
The faculty included Richardson,
Walter Mills, chief fiscal officer at Rohm
and Haas, Mamie Steger, chairman of
the math department at West Huntsville,
Mary Casmus, who was sent from
Tuscaloosa to teach the first English
classes, and Miss Frances Roberts, at
that time a social studies teacher at
Huntsville High School.
To supervise this group, Morton
regularly flew from Tuscaloosa to
Huntsville to hold ten-minute faculty
meetings. Morton, said Roberts, "said to
the whole part-time faculty, 'If you can't
teach you won't be here, because these
part-time students are like the Arabs; if
they don't like you they pick up their
tents and silently steal away and you
won't have a class."'
"The students to begin with were
mainly veterans trying to get some
education to improve their chances for
employment," Richardson said.

Citizens of Huntsville
See Three-Year Efforts
Successfully Culminated
Three years of work and effort by
the citizens of Huntsville on a project
to establish a University Center there
were culminated with the opening of
classes for the Winter quarter in the
West Huntsville High School.
— The University of Alabama
Extension News Bulletin, February 1950
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Philip Mason was named director of the
Huntsville center in 1953.

The late Dr. Frances Roberts

About 1950, at a party for members
of the rocket team recently arrived from
Texas, Frances Roberts gave a talk on
Huntsville's colorful history. Afterward
she was asked what impact the influx
of space technology would have on
Huntsville.
"Well, Huntsville survived that
invasion of Yankee hordes from the
North," she said after a brief pause.
"We may hope that it will survive that
invasion of rocketeers from the West.'"
In September 1951 the Redstone
Arsenal Institute of Graduate Studies
began offering graduate courses through
UA's graduate school to military and
civil service employees at Redstone.
Supported by a federal contract (which
ended in 1953), the graduate institute
wasn't formally linked to the Huntsville
center, which furnished classroom space
and scheduled the classes.
At about the same time, however,
graduate courses in education began to
be offered at the Huntsville center.
In 1955 the Army agreed to pay
$1,000 for each graduate class scheduled
and to provide classroom space in
buildings on Redstone Arsenal. Graduate

classes began during the winter term of
1956. Dr. Dennis Nead was hired as
full-time director of the graduate
program in Huntsville.
From the beginning, finances were a
critical concern. In 1951-1952, student
fees created a $31,000 surplus. Instead
of being used to meet the demand for
expanded services at the Huntsville
center, however, the surplus was trans
ferred to Tuscaloosa — to the university's
general fund.2
In 1952 the first Certificate of
Proficiency in Accounting awarded by
the new center was presented to James
Record, who would later serve as
chairman of the Madison County
Commission for almost 20 years.
By 1957 a full three years of work
toward an undergraduate degree could be
completed in Huntsville.
"From the very beginning, the stu
dents were willing to stay here," said
Roberts. "They asked for more opportu
nities. The faculty helped the students
plan their work, so they could get the
classes they needed."
"The Twilight Times," UAH's first
student newspaper, printed its first
edition in June 1957.

almost led to a UAH campus
being established on Bob
Wallace Avenue.
"The first site seriously consid'
ered was the southern portion
of the Huntsville High School
campus," said Richardson.
"When Tom Thrasher was on
the city board of education, he
suggested that the city give the
university several acres next to
Huntsville High School,"
Roberts said.
In 1958, the Huntsville City
Council announced that the city
was buying "the Swartz farm,"
about 83 acres on the south
side of the Athens highway —
outside the city limits.
"Mr. Amis responded with an
editorial on the front page of the
paper inquiring why the city
What appears to be a Christmas wreath lighting in
council was throwing away city
front •f Morton Hall in the early 1960s.
money on a piece of property
outside the city limits for which
the city had no identified use,"
"Surprisingly, the city council went
said Richardson. "Within a week, 1 was
along with the idea pretty quickly."
walking past the office of Vance
Returned to the city school system,
Thornton, then the president of the city
the property adjacent to Huntsville High
council. I could see inside the building
School became the site for city school
and there was Reese Amis
offices and warehouses.
talking to Vance Thornton.
With a campus in hand, the university
"He beckoned me to come in, where
center's advisory committee went to
Mr. Amis was in the process of trying to
work getting a building.

$750,000 U of A
Branch Building
Is Proposed Here
The Madison Board of County
Commissioners teas asked this morn

Some of the early university classes taught by UAH were in rooms above these stores on
Triana Boulevard.

'There were classes around at various
places," Richardson said. "Some were
taught out at Redstone."
In about 1958 it was evident that the
center was growing so rapidly that we
needed permanent quarters," said
Roberts. "We had spread out to four or
five different places to keep the program
going.
The university center's rapid growth

talk Mr. Thornton out of the Swartz farm
for the university center.
"Mr. Amis had been complaining at
meetings of the advisory committee that
12 acres wasn't enough land for the
university center," Richardson said. "I
think that by that time Mr. Amis was
envisioning a full-blown university here,
and 1 had begun to have dreams along
that line.

ing to consider appropriating $ 15,000
a year for a period of 30 years as the
County's share of the cost of building a
"branch campus" of the University of
Alabama in Huntsville.
The request for the appropriation
teas made by Milton K. Cummings
and Beime Spragins, Sr
Cummings informed the commis
sioners that enrollment at the present
University Center is "growing by leaps
and bounds," and that it already has
outgrown available space at Butler
High School.
The college, which would offer day
classes in addition to the night classes
already being held, would be of
"extreme importance to the young
people of North Alabama,"
Cummings told the county board.
— The Huntsville Times,
Aug. 4,1958
- continued on page 12

- continued from page 11

"Morton Hall, the first
building at UAH, was built
with no state funds. None.
Not a dime," said Richardson.
"The city council committed
$250,000 and the county
commission committed
$250,000 and the university
committed $250,000. But the
university borrowed its
$250,000 from the First
National Bank of Birmingham,
as a bond issue pledged against
fees to be paid by students at
the Huntsville center.
"So the university actually
put nothing into the campus or
the first building."

"In 1961-1962 the Research
Institute was organized and they
wanted Morton Hall," said
Roberts. We said, 'We're sorry,
but our first priority is students.
So you move over to Brown
Engineering.'
"Joe Moquin helped by seeing
to it that the Research Institute
functioned at Brown Engineering
until the new Research Institute
building was completed."
A delegation checks out plans for the University of Alabama
Research Institute in Huntsville. In this March 1964 photo, Dr. Frank
Rose, the University of Alabama president, left, points out details to,
from left, "Congressman Elliott," U.S. Rep. Bob Jones, and Dr.
Rudolph Hermann.

On June 23, 1959, Major Gen. John
B. Medaris, the commander at Redstone
Arsenal, told the Alabama Legislature
that if the state wants to benefit from
technology-oriented industrial growth,
"a fundamental requirement is the
creation of graduate study facilities and
research centers to provide and sustain
scientists and engineers. It seems to me
highly important that the university in
Huntsville be expanded to a full-scale,
four-year college at the earliest
practicable date."'

"This worked out fine. We got the
coursework done and the instructor got
his 'homework' done."
On June 20, 1961, Dr. Wernher
von Braun addressed the Alabama
Legislature, requesting funds to build and
equip a research institute on the
university campus, saying: "Opportunity
goes where the best people go, and the
best people go where good education
goes.

A new $750,000 University of
Alabama Center was dedicated here
yesterday by Dr. Frank A. Rose,
University president.
"We dedicate these resources to good
teaching and good learning, for the
improvement of men's minds and the
satisfying of intellectual curiosity."
— The Huntsville Times,
May 6, 1961
By May 1961, however, the Huntsville
center had more than the 2,000 parttime students Morton Hall was designed
to hold.
"It was beautifully furnished and all
the students were just as proud of it as
the faculty," said Roberts. "The trouble
was that by the time we moved into
Morton Hall we were overflowing
Morton Hall and we had to continue
to use other places."
"I remember taking a couple of
electronics labs in the basement of
Morton Hall on Saturday mornings in
the mid '60s," said William Leonard, '68,
'81 and '83. "For the instructor to have
these labs on Saturday mornings, he had
to bring his children and baby-sit them
as well as us.
12

Dr. Wernher von Braun, right, during what
was apparently a 1970s visit to the UAH
campus.

"To make Huntsville more attractive
to technical and scientific people across
the country — and to further develop
the people we have now — the academic
and research environment of Huntsville
and Alabama must be improved and
improved immediately.
"It's the university climate
that brings the business. Let's be honest
with ourselves. It's not water, or real
estate, or labor or cheap taxes that bring
industry to a state or city. It's brain
power. Nowadays, brainpower dumped in
a desert will make it rich."
The legislature approved $3 million in
revenue bonds. Huntsville and Madison
County bought an additional 200 acres
for the campus and the Research
Institute is built.

"The students themselves, as
well as the people in town, joined
hands with the local administra
tion and in 1962, in the self study,
said 'We've gone as far as we can
go as an extension center,"' said Roberts.
"We needed the university administra
tion to provide the leadership to allow us
to move into a four-year program that
would support the graduate program."

On June 13, 1963 — only two days
after Gov. George Wallace's grandstand
play blocking the schoolhouse door to
keep black students from enrolling at
The University of Alabama — UAH
enrolled its first black student.
Without incident, David M.
McGlathery, a mathematician at
Marshall Space Flight Center, enrolled
in the UAH graduate program.
In August 1964 the first degree of any
kind awarded for work completed entire
ly on the UAH campus was a Master's of
Science in mathematics awarded (in
Tuscaloosa) to Julian Palmore '64, at
that time a U.S. Navy ensign assigned
to NASA's Research Projects Division.
"The Huntsville experience really
focused my attention on math," said
Palmore, a professor of mathematics at
the University of Illinois, UrbanaChampaign. "Huntsville provided a
bridge for me, from engineering and
physics to mathematics. I owe an awful
lot to the university."
In the fall of 1963, Dr. Clyde Reeves
was named the first vice president
responsible for UA operations in
Huntsville.
"When Clyde Reeves came to
campus, we still had the university
advisory committee," said Richardson.
He told us that we needed another
building. Clyde persuaded Bierne
Spragins and Will Halsey, Jr., to chair
a fund raising campaign to finance the
construction of Madison Hall. The goal
was to raise $600,000, but they actually
raised $900,000.

where the library folks
were cataloguing like
mad. "So while I
taught MU 100,
'Music Appreciation,'
and had choir
rehearsals, the library
folks worked on
books," he said.
"When it was com
pleted, A through M
books were in Morton
Hall and N - Z were
in Madison Hall.
UAH's new graduate studies building (and visitors)
"Don't think that
"You can understand why Spragins
wasn't hilarious trying to use the library.
Hall is so named."
There wasn't a loop road. We had to go
The fund drive was to finance "what
west on University Drive and loop down
we thought was going to be an under
a hill to Sparkman, which was just a two
graduate building," said Roberts. "After
lane road, to get to Madison Hall."
raising almost a million dollars, they
"The first performance of the UAH
found it was easier to find matching
choir was for the downtown Rotary Club
funds for graduate studies than it would
that fall in the old Russell Erskine Hotel.
be for undergraduate."
The restaurant was one of only three
Strings attached to the $420,000
really decent places to eat in Huntsville.
federal grant limited early use of the
"The second was a wreath lighting
Graduate Studies Building, now Madison
and carol sing in front of Morton Hall
Hall, to graduate programs.
for Christmas 1966 and then, in the
"Some of us," said Roberts, "were
spring, we sang at the dedication of
very disappointed and expressed our
Madison Hall."
opinions."
In May 1964, UA announces the
initiation of a program to award under
graduate degrees in Huntsville. The
Huntsville "center" becomes the
Huntsville "campus."
In 1965, the Huntsville campus gets
its first state appropriation, $800,000.
In March 1966, UA President Frank
Rose announces that on Sept. 1 of the
following year, the Huntsville campus
will officially become a UA branch
campus, The University of Alabama in
Huntsville.
Dr. Royce Boyer joined the UAH
faculty in 1966, with the assignment of
building a music program from scratch:
"We started in what now is Morton Hall
room 200, although it was room 100 in
those days.
"I didn't get to use all of room 100 the
first two years
because the library
was receiving the
'California list of
books for new
colleges,' the core
of our library.
Semi-trucks would
back up to the
door and unload
boxes and boxes
into the south half UAH choir director
of the room,
Royce Boyer

during the Reconstruction era.
"I think there were some people who
dreamed of independence for the cam
pus," said Gladys Jones, who joined the
UAH staff in 1967. "But it was a dream
that wasn't expressed or shared very
often, for fear of being squashed. There
were some other campuses, in Gadsden
and Dothan, that didn't make it."
Even as a branch campus, UAH was
tethered tightly to Tuscaloosa, so much
so that requests for supplies had to go
through Tuscaloosa.
"In the early days," said Roberts,
"even an invoice for $2 ... had to go
down to Tuscaloosa to be approved."
"The secretaries decided we all
needed scissors for our desks, which
we didn't have," Jones said. "For some
reason Tuscaloosa decided we didn't need
scissors up here, so they denied the
request."
Undeterred, the UAH staff looked
elsewhere. At that time a promotion by
Real Lemon offered a pair of scissors in
exchange for three Real Lemon labels
and 60 cents, said Jones. "So we all got
together and pooled our 60 cents and
our labels and we all got scissors for our
desks."

The first phase of the UAH library under construction about 1968, showing the open fields
that were the UAH campus.

The University of Alabama in Huntsville,
a creature of the last few years, will
award two scholarships next fall from a
fund which has its roots in the Civil War
occupation of the city a century ago.
— The Huntsville Times,
April 23, 1967
The first scholarship endowment
created at UAH, the Samuel Palmer
Memorial Scholarship Trust, was created
by the bequest of Miss Olivia Palmer of
Madison, who died Oct. 19, 1965, at the
age of 91, leaving her $17,000 estate to
the university.
Samuel and Olivia Palmer were
the children of a soldier who was among
the Union forces that occupied
Huntsville, then moved to the area

UAH, Tuscaloosa
Plan Joint Event
The first graduating class at the
University of Alabama in Huntsville
will join for the first time with students
at Tuscaloosa this month to receive
baccalaureate degrees ...
Ninety-nine students are candidates
for UAH's first bachelor's degrees: 81
for the Bachelor of Arts; seven for the
Bachelor of Science; and 11 for the
Bachelor of Science in Engineering.
— The Huntsville Times,
May 16, 1968
- continued on page 14
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While the official graduation
ceremony was in Tuscaloosa, UAH
honored its first graduating class
with a formal "cap and gown"
ceremony the afternoon of May 25,
1968.
"It was a beautiful day and 1
remember that the guest speaker
was Dr. Andy Holt, the president of
the University of Tennessee," said
Leonard. "The theme of his message
was 'The Care and Control of Your
Cadillac.' He spoke very eloquently
about how what comes out of your
Wayne Braden introduces members of UAH's class of
Cadillac, or your mouth, is
1968 at the "cap and gown" ceremony.
important in shaping your destiny."
While Leonard remembers Holt's
world," said Roberts. "We called them
speech, Frances Roberts later recalled
flower children. They were creative and
that, "It was very warm and ... we were
they were interesting. We managed to
all glad when it was over."
persuade them that they did need an
education, although that was sometimes
Three construction projects underway
difficult.
in 1968 — the science and engineering
"We passed through the Vietnam crisis
building (Wilson Hall), the library and
and in the '70s they became dead serious
the student union building — would
again, even became ready to wear shoes
double the university's facilities.
and shirts and ties."
Construction of a general classroom
building, (which would become Roberts
Hall) was scheduled to start in the spring
of 1969.
In 1969 the brand new University of
Alabama System board of trustees voted
to set up UAH and UAB as independ
ent, autonomous campuses within the
university system, in all ways equal (at
least in theory) to the university in
Tuscaloosa. The dreams of a full-fledged
university had a last come true. Surely
there would be some serious celebration.
"We were too busy," said Roberts. "It
was not a time for celebration. It was a
time for hard work. At that time we were
more interested in getting the job done."

Classes as usual set at UAH
despite planned Viet boycott
Classes will go as usual at the
University of Alabama, Huntsville,
next week despite the scheduled
Vietnam Day boycott planned by some
students, acting UAH president John
Porter said Thursday ...
Ed Kennedy said the UAH Student
Government Association had endorsed
the Wednesday teach-in (planned for
the steps of Morton Hall), but not the
boycott or suspension of classes.
— The Huntsville News,
Oct. 10, 1969

"Along with the trend of the day, we
had those who were going to change the

UAH President Ben Graves is caught in a
contemplative moment.

In 1969 Dr. Benjamin Graves was the
president of Millsaps College in Jackson,
MS, when he got an unexpected call
from the committee searching for UAH's
first president. He was curious but hesi
tant about coming to Huntsville until he
was sure there was a "meeting of the
minds" between him and the university
trustees.
"They picked me up in Bear Bryant's
airplane and brought me to Birmingham,"
he recalled later. "The board explained
that it was going to separate the three
campuses and give them each their own
president."
Among Graves' academic credentials
was this nugget: In his last undergraduate
semester at Ole Miss (where he would

later serve as eminent scholar in
management), Graves took 22
hours of coursework and made
enough A's to set a record for quali
ty points earned in one semester.
He agreed to take up the reins
at an institution that had awarded
its first baccalaureate degrees only a
year before.
1
Assuming office on March 16,
J 1970, Graves talked about the
|infant university's potential: "Its
2 potential, I think, outweighs its
problems. Its problems may be
exaggerated due to the peculiar way
UAH developed."
"I think that coming to such a new
institution was certainly quite a change
from the established environment we
had been in," Graves recalled after he
retired from the UAH faculty in 1989.
"There really was almost nothing here in
the way of tradition when we first came
to UAH.
"This was really a primitive place.
There was nothing, not even a road,
connecting the two sides of the campus.
The campus had been a plantation, with
an old plantation home just east of
where (Roberts Hall) is now. You can
still see the carriage lane leading up to
that building.
"We were still getting cotton allot
ment checks."
Asked to name the people who had
the greatest influence on UAH's devel
opment, Richardson rattles off the usual
suspects, then adds,
"but above all, Ben
Graves."
"Ben set the
character for UAH.
It was his determi
nation that it be a
quality institution
that made it one,"
he said. "And Ben

SB?'

presidency of Millsaps College, which is
regarded as highly in Mississippi as
Birmingham Southern is in Alabama,
a prestigious job and a secure one, for a
job with no future and very little history.
"He was looking at a board of trustees
populated entirely with University of
Alabama grads, that he could expect
would be highly partial to Tuscaloosa ...
and they were.
"It was a commitment to the future,"
Richardson said. "He had to slug it out,
all the way. When Ben Graves came on
board he saw to it that the university was
set on its feet and on its course as a first
class university.

... we're leaving.'
"This was sort of a gloomy place in late
1969 and early 1970. I told these people,
when I finally responded to them, 'I don't
want to take that precipitous action.
Engineering programs have a way of
going in cycles and I feel confident that
Not long after accepting the presiden
we'll see that return here.'
cy, Graves and the new presidents at
"But their logic was not far off the
UAB and the Tuscaloosa campus were
target."
asked by the UA System Board of
"The first week 1 was here a delegation
Trustees to "give us a name for each of
came to my office and asked, 'When are
your campuses that will be unique, so we
we going to get football up here?"' Graves
can avoid confusion."
recalled. "I thought about it for a
minute or two, and then I
answered them this way: 'If you
will build us a 75,000-seat stadi
um and give us a slush fund of
several millions of dollars, so we
might compete against Auburn
or Alabama in ten years or so, I'd
be willing to give it a try. Any
thing less than that is economic
suicide.'
"We all parted in a nice frame
of mind ... but we never did get
This undated photo is apparently from a drawing or
a 75,000-seat stadium."
"You can't say that Ben always brought
the best in the field to Huntsville. That
would have been impossible. But he
brought the best that was available and
he got the best out of them."

On June 8, 1970, the new university
celebrated its first official graduation
ceremony on the UAH campus. (No
more getting diplomas from Tuscaloosa!)
The graduation ceremony was between
Morton Hall and the Student Union
Building, with music provided by the
Butler High School band and the UAH
choir, led by Dr. Royce Boyer.

painting class.

"I came up with The University of
Alabama in Huntsville and Dr. Joe
Volker with The University of Alabama
at Birmingham and the board quickly
adopted those two," he said.
But Dr. David Matthews, president of
the Tuscaloosa campus, delayed and post
poned until finally coming back to the
board with his proposal: The University
of Alabama, University, AL.
"And the board let him get away with
that charade," said Graves, still agitated
about it more than 30 years later.

In a letter to Mayor Joe Davis in May
1970, Graves warned that the extension
of Holmes Avenue under construction
through the UAH campus could have
dire consequences: "We must anticipate
and plan for safe pedestrian passage from
north to south, or we shall always have a
divided campus."
Right-of-way was being cleared for a
four-lane highway crossing the university
at ground level.
"I asked that the planning be stopped,"
he said. "I didn't want a street level cross
ing of a major highway on campus."
Work on the project stopped and
Graves lobbied for three or four months
while the city looked for funding to build
two overpasses. In the end, the city
agreed to build the Holmes Avenue over
pass — facetiously known as Ben Graves
bridge — over what is now John Wright
Drive.
-continuedon page 17

"The first week I was here I got a call
from a group of professors up on the
north campus, they were primarily from
English and history and political science,
that kind of group," he said recently.
"They were very serious. In essence, their
request was, 'Why don't you get rid of
that engineering department down there
that's eating up all our money
out here. We have all the stu
dents up here on the north end
of campus and they have all the
money down there.
"There was some logic
behind that request at the time.
Now it seems silly and ridicu
lous. But engineering enroll
ments here were just in a nose
dive in 1970. Boeing was
pulling out of here. GE had
pulled out. IBM was pulling
out. Holiday Inn had even
This may be either the line for Elvis tickets or the line
pulled out of Huntsville. They
for final class registration in the days before computers.
said, 'The honeymoon is over

An outdoor graduation ceremony in 1972.

Eric Sevareid, a national correspon
dent for CBS News, delivered the
commencement address, telling 130
graduates: "The New Left loses credibility
when it calls for destruction of our insti
tutions and offers us no blueprints for
something better in their place."
"In the mid-1970s I was a student
majoring in history," says Vella Baswell
Daily, '76, the director of benefits and
employee services at UAH. "Dr. Philip
Boucher was doing research at Vanderbilt
and offered a ride to students who also
needed the resources of the Vanderbilt
library.
"I was writing my senior research paper
and very much appreciated the ride to
Nashville. I honestly can't remember
whether we helped with his expenses. I
do remember that his car was packed
with students for each trip."
"As I approached the sidewalk going
into Morton Hall I noticed a car driven
by someone wearing bunny ears drive by
and stop right past me," said Brenda
Maples-Sterry, a former University
Center staff member. "I thought it was
odd that someone would be wearing
bunny ears; it was summertime and Easter
was long past.
"The car stopped and the man with
the ears (that would be bunny ears) got
15

Campus Timeline
1961
Morton Hall
Some aspects of art
instruction don't
change much from
one generation to the
next.

The first UAH Art
Department "lightscape"
between the Nursing
Building and Roberts Hall,
above. Setting out the
weighted bags, below,
required both effort and
precision. A tradition in
Southwestern states,
illuminaria were set out
on the UAH campus
for several years.

The label on this 1980
file photo says only,
"psych lab." (Dig the
mood lighting.)

1964
Von Braun Research Institute
1966
Madison Hall
1969
Louis Salmon Library
Wilson Hall
University Center
1971
Roberts Hall
1974
Alumni House
1975
Johnson Research Center
1976
Nursing Building
1977
Spragins Hall
Central Receiving
1978
Salmon Library, phase II
1981
Southeast Campus Housing
1984
Engineering Building
1988
Bevill Center
WLRH
1989
Computer Science Building
1990
Aerophysics Range
Administrative Science
Building
1991
Materials Science Building
Optics Building
Central Campus Residence Hall
1998
Olin B. King Technology Hall
2001
University Fitness Center
Salmon Library, Phase III

- continued from page 15

out and ran through the woods behind
Morton Hall at a rather fast pace, an
everyday occurrence at a college ...
except bunny ears was all he had on. I
had encountered my first streaker,
although not my last that summer."
UAH needed on-campus student
c housing, but funding sources were
limited.
"I knew there was a thing called the
College Housing Authority that let
colleges and universities borrow money
at much lower rates of interest," Graves
recalled recently. "When I came here the
money provided by that act had been
exhausted, but I found a clause that said
as time progressed, the money paid by
the colleges that got loans would go into
a revolving fund."
On a trip to Washington in the
mid-1970s, Graves went to the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development. There, in a huge office,
he found the College Housing Authority.
"It was like walking into Grant's
Tomb," he said. "The room there was
three or four thousand square feet. I saw
one man reading a magazine and another
twiddling his fingers. There were three
or four people there and no one doing
anything productive."
When he finally found someone who
would talk to him, Graves was told: "We
don't have no money. We're not making
any more loans."

When he accepted the presidency,
Graves told the board that his first
love was teaching. During his almost
nine-years as president, Graves usually
taught a graduate seminar in manage
ment that met for four hours, one night a
week.
Wright was invested as president on
April 6, 1979.

1
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—
Dr. Lee Williams guides a history class in
this photo from 1975.

Authority saying, 'Your application has
been approved.'"
Those funds financed construction of
the Southeast campus housing complex,
which was built after Graves stepped
down from the presidency.
Theresa Blythe, '78, was elected
president of UAH's SGA in 1977. "The
former president, Kim McKutcheon,
started a rumor that he had stuffed the
ballot boxes to throw the election in my
favor," she said. "I was outraged, and read
Kim the riot act in our first post-election
meeting. Kim let me have my say and
managed to keep a straight face before
calmly answering ...
'"But Teresa, we don't even use ballot
boxes.'"
On Aug. 24, 1978, the UA System
trustees announced the selection of Dr.
John Wright, then vice chancellor at the
University of West Virginia, to take over
as president in 1979 when Graves went
to the faculty.

"My first recollection of John Wright
was that my wife and I were at the Relay
House Club in Birmingham, having
lunch on a football Saturday," said
Richardson. "I learned that John and his
wife were there. He had brought a group
of UAH students down for the day.
"I figured that anybody savvy enough
to do that was going to do well, and he
did."
Virginia Kobler, '76 and '79, became
the first woman to receive a Ph.D. at
UAH in May 1979, when she received
her Ph.D. in industrial engineering. (She
earned an MAS in 1976.)
UAH's club hockey team was created
in 1979. Under Coach Joe Ritch an
eclectic group of players from the
university and the community came
together as the "Von Braun Bullies,"
winning the 1982 club national
championship.
Doug Ross took
over the coaching
duties later that
year and led the
team to club titles
in 1983 and 1984.
UAH joined the
NCAA in 1985
and the Chargers
won Division II
ice hockey nation- u I
t~
L
, ,
.
i .
Hockey Loach
al championships in _
'
Doug Ross
1996 and 1998.
"It was an important way of getting
UAH before the community," said
Wright. "In a state where measuring an
institution by its athletic competency is
pervasive, beating the well-known teams
said, for the first time, 'We are a major
university.'"
In October 1981 a 150-page, 10-year
university "master plan" is released.

Dr. Ben Graves reads to pre-school children.

Disappointed and disgusted, he went
to visit a Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity
brother: U.S. Sen. John Sparkman, the
author of the College Housing Act, and
recounted his visit to HUD.
"The next week," Graves said, "we got
a telegraph from the College Housing
Dr. John Wright

The current master plan is a revision
of one drawn up five years ago that is
out of date.
The university grew faster than
expected and programs unforeseen five
years ago have been added recently,
said Dr. Joseph Dowdle ...
Even after the new projections, this
year's enrollment grew twice as fast as
- continued on page 19
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Building on a solid foundation
For almost 40 years the University
of Alabama Huntsville Foundation
and its board — a veritable who's
who among Huntsville's movers and
shakers — have quietly built
Huntsville's industrial base while
providing invaluable support to a host
of programs and initiatives at UAH.
Unlike most university foundations,
however, the UAH Foundation wasn't
created by the university for those
purposes. It wasn't even created by
the university!
Louis Salmon chaired the UAH
Foundation from 1986 until his death
in 1993. In September 1992, he
outlined the foundation's unique
history and accomplishments for the
Huntsville Rotary Club. Following are
excerpts from that talk:
"In 1956, (federal) property north
of the proposed Alabama Highway
20 was declared surplus and sold
by public auction. Realizing the
importance of having land available
for industrial purposes, a group of
community leaders formed a corpora
tion to bid at the auction. About
$70,000 was raised at $500 per share
and a successful bid of $52,576.01 was
made for 248 acres.
"Most of those who contributed
to the corporation thought it was a
non-profit corporation, but it was
incorporated as Huntsville Industrial
Sites., Inc., a business corporation.
"In 1962 Research Park East, the
dream of Wernher von Braun, was
created by the city council zoning a
substantial area of West Huntsville for
the development of a research park."
("Von Braun wanted his contractors to
set up operations in Huntsville so he
would have people he could talk to and
deal with," said Pat Richardson.)
"The first sale was to a private
company which planned to develop
(the land). The initial price was
thought to be too high to attract
prospects, so (Huntsville Industrial
Sites) decided to acquire land within
the research park zoning area.
"Dr. Von Braun called several of
us out to his office and said although
he knew we weren't trying to make

Louis Salmon

unreasonable profits ... we neverthe
less were a profit-oriented business
corporation and he, in his position as
director of Marshall, could not allow
his name to be associated with the
park. 'I can just see what Drew
Pearson will have to say about me
and my involvement with the park.'
(Von Braun "talked to the leadership
of the Huntsville Industrial Expansion
Committee," said Richardson, "explain
ing that he couldn't very well twist the
arms of his contractors to come to
Huntsville just to put money in the
pockets of land speculators.")
"He advised that we form a founda
tion. We came back to town and on
Oct. 24, 1962, incorporated Research
Sites Foundation, Inc. In 1965 we
amended the articles of incorporation,
changing the name to the University
of Alabama Huntsville Foundation,
and tying ourselves more closely to
the university."
The foundation has had only four
presidents: Pat Richardson for the first
12 years, Charlie Shaver for nearly 1 3 ,
Salmon and the current president, Ray
Jones.
"We got smart about this time.
Also generous. We were successful in
obtaining 501(c) (3) status, so that
contributions to the foundation would
be tax deductible. ("Louis Salmon
engineered obtaining the tax exempt
status," said Richardson. "And the

efforts on our behalf by Sen. John
Sparkman were vital." An earlier
attempt by the Research Triangle
Foundation in North Carolina to obtain
tax exempt status failed.) So armed,
we recommended to the stockholders
of (Huntsville Industrial Sites) that
they contribute their stock to the
foundation.
"All but three of shareholders made
the contribution ..." Those three were
later bought out by the foundation, which
suddenly had cash and assets worth more
than $1 million and was "now at last
financially solvent."
"In 1973 Beirne Spragins (who
was on the foundation's original board)
passed away. By his will the founda
tion received over 1,000 acres of
quality industrial property. In
appreciation, the university named
its gymnasium for him.
"Just what does the foundation do?
We have funded thousands of fulltuition scholarships. We support the
president... the deans, the vice
presidents, the director of athletics,
the Lancers and many other
programs.
"When the Optics Building was
completed it was discovered no funds
had been set aside to furnish it. The
foundation put up $100,000 for
furnishings. When the (Central
Campus Residence Hall) was under
construction, it was anticipated that
there would be an operating loss for
the first three years. The foundation
agreed to cover those losses to the
extent of $300,000."
(The foundation is also underwriting
the residence hall now under construc
tion. Please see story o n p . 4 . )
"When Dr. Franz came on board ...
we provided a $250,000 special
academic development fund. We
provide funds for faculty and staff
awards for excellence."
"My very first year," said Franz,
"Louis Salmon asked, 'What specific
thing could we do to help most?'
We instituted the faculty and staff
awards programs. Nothing we've
done accomplishes more good per
dollar spent than that program."

Goooooal!

Overcrowded almost from the day it opened , the original University Center was later
substantially enlarged.
- continued from page 17

expected. So the facilities plan is
already a year behind schedule.
It's just a plan," Dawdle said. "You
can change it in 10 minutes if you
have a good reason. But you don't
u/ant to change it without one."
— The Huntsville Times,
Oct. 18, 1981
In a Dec. 6, 1981, story headlined,
"Trudy King's Job Is a Party Every Night
as House Manager at the UAH Noojin
House," King told the Huntsville Times:
"The first party held here after I started
working as the house manager was a
fraternity party."
"I came in to work the next morning
about 7:45 and I couldn't believe my
eyes. What a mess ...
"I went right to the phone and
called the fraternity. I am sure that I got
whoever answered out of bed. I told him
they had better get themselves over here,
because they had some cleaning up
to do.
"The boy told me to hire someone and
they would pay for it. I said, 'Oh no,
those days are over. I have a wedding
here this afternoon, and this house is
going to be spotless, and you boys are
going to get it that way.'
"Within 45 minutes I had a house full
of boys cleaning up a sweat, and by noon
I had a clean house — and a fraternity of
friends."

Charles Terrell, '83, remembers going
with Dr. Bill Garstka and the UAH
Biology Club on a field trip to the
Wheeler Wildlife Refuge. Toward the
end of the day they saw something swim
ming away through one of the channels
dug by the beavers that live there.
Garstka told Terrell to go see what kind
of animal it was. As Terrell ran to catch
up, Garstka yelled after him:
"And if it's an alligator, jump on it!"
The world's first "high-temperature"
superconductor was created and tested in
January 1987 in a first-floor lab in what
is now Wilson Hall by Dr. M.K. Wu and
graduate students Jim Ashburn, '86 and
'90, and C.J. Torng '87, using a formula
Ashburn concocted in the den of his par
ents' house.
The discovery of the first compound
to conduct electricity with virtually no
resistance at temperatures warmer than
liquid nitrogen sent shockwaves through
the scientific community and was head
line news around the globe.
- continued on page 20

New UAH Union
Building Planned
•.. UAH has been so short of space
for students recently that "we have had
students sitting in cars studying
or waiting for classes to start," said
Dr. Jeanne Fisher, dean of student
affairs ...
— The Huntsville Times,
May 5, 1982

In 1980 UAH's soccer team was 19-0 and
the No. 1 team in the NAIA. Alabama
A&M was also 19-0 and the Bulldogs were
ranked No. 1 in the NCAA Division I poll.
Before more than 7,000 fans at Milton
Frank Stadium and an international audi
ence (courtesy of a fledgling experimental
cable network — ESPN), the teams battled
through overtime to a 2-2 tie.
"That was the greatest year in UAH
soccer history," said
Dr. Ostap Stromecky,
UAH's soccer coach
and a professor of
Slavic languages. "A
coach from Italy saw
(the game) on TV
and called and asked
about our defensive
system."
Stromecky was
already on the UAH
Dr. Ostap Stromecky
faculty in 1969
(File Photo, UAH archives)
when students asked
if he would coach the university's new
soccer club. The team's immediate success
was remarkable: It would be more than four
years before the team suffered its first
defeat, and 18 years before its first losing
season.
In 1973 UAH joined the National
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
(NAIA) and the soccer team — the
Chargers' first intercollegiate team in any
sport — won the district championship,
the area championship and went to the
NAIA national tournament in Pasadena,
Calif., finishing seventh in the nation. In
its first year as a varsity squad!
Under Stromecky UAH won 12 NAIA
District 27 titles and seven Area V champi
onships, which carried an automatic bid to
the national tournament. UAH's highest
finished was second in 1975, when UAH
hosted the tournament. Five other trips to
NAIA national competition netted five
fourth-place finishes. In 19 years
Stromecky's teams won 273 games, lost
only 58 and tied 18. A 1985 survey listed
him as the second winningest soccer coach
in the U.S.
The athletes he recruited were an
international group, emphasizing players
from Africa and the St. Louis, MO, area.
Especially memorable, says Carlos
Petersen '85, a star on UAH's soccer team
in the early '80s, was a road trip to Indiana:
"We hit a deer, totaled a van, and the
Nigerian players on the team wanted to
skin the deer for its meat and hide!"
In 1986, UAH upgraded its athletic
program, including the soccer team, to
NCAA Division II.

Minor modifications to UAH's logo, circa 1980.
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- continued from page 19

On Dec. 4, 1987, Wright surprised
the university and community with the
announcement that he planned to step
down from the presidency and return to
teaching. The following May, after a
nationwide search, the university system
trustees announced their choice for the
new president.
UAH's human-powered vehicle, Opus
1, wins the national championship in
May 1987, setting a new speed record at
43.17 miles per hour.
In 1988 Opus 1 is the first vehicle of
its type to successfully cross the United
States — 3,129 miles in 16 days, 3 hours
and 47 minutes.
In 1975, dancing at UAH wasn't entirely boogie nights.

In 1988 Peggy Harris, '80, bought a
husband for $26.
Actually, she "bought" an assistant
professor at the Society of Women
Engineers' first bachelor auction.
"Kate Leonard and Beth Floyd conned
her into being the sympathy bid — the
bid in case no one else bid so a bachelor
wouldn't be embarrassed — for me that
evening," said Dr. Mark Bower, now an
associate professor of mechanical and
aerospace engineering. "Beth sat with
Peggy and beat her leg black and blue to
get her to bid on me."
"I think they were conspiring behind
the scenes to get me together with him,"
says Peggy. "I don't think he knew the
whole story."
Mark Bower and Peggy Harris were
married in 1989. Peggy Harris Bower
is the senior administrative assistant in
the UAH provost's office.

Dr. Louis Padulo

"I breathed a big sigh of relief when I
found out we didn't have a football
team," the new UAH president, Dr.
Louis Padulo, told The Huntsville Times
in October 1988. "That is one of the
biggest headaches college presidents
have ..."
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Then, he told a joke: "There was a
university president who died and went
to Hell. The devil told the president
when he arrived that he had good news
and bad news. He said, 'The good news
is that I'm making you president of Hell
University,' which delighted the presi
dent.
"The bad news is that you have two
football teams.'"
With an eclectic student body you
sometimes find an eclectic mix of per
spectives and skills: "I can recall very
vividly the bridge that the UAH civil
engineers built for the ASME bridge
building contest at Mississippi State,"
said Anthony Cooper, '91. "About ten
or so of us built a sleek underhung bridge
structure in one of the labs in the
Engineering Building.
"I was the painter, from my car
restoration experience. Another was the
welder, from his days in the Navy.
Graphics were courtesy of a professional
graphic artist, also one of the team.
Materials were courtesy of a race car
builder/machine shop owner's son who
was a team member.
"We all took part in the design of a
thoroughly computerized and well
thought out finite element analysisintensive work of art. It was quite
impressive looking compared with our
competitors ... It was only about three
feet wide, but I walked across it. It would
easily have supported an automobile."
Some members of the UAH
community didn't know what to make
of Padulo's Christmas cards in 1988. The
front of the card featured the UAH seal,
with the words:
"The University of A abama in
Huntsvi e."
(No L.)

More than 100 Chinese students,
faculty and friends rally at UAH in early
June 1989 to protest the massacre of
Chinese students and protesters in
Beijing's Tiananmen Square.
"My home is close to the hospital
in Beijing," said Ming Zhu, '87. "My
mother said the hospital is full of
students. Beijing is one of the most
beautiful cities in China. But Beijing is
bloody now."

With the first
commercial
spaceflight license
issued by the U.S.
in hand, UAH and
its commercial
contractors
launched Consort
1 in 1989. A
nearly flawless
success, Consort
1 was the first
of a series of
sub-orbital rockets
carrying experi
ments that could
be completed
during a brief
period of
"weightlessness."
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Wright didn't take much of a vacation
after stepping down from the presidency.
In 1990 UAH's Institute for Science
Education was established with Wright
as its first director. Then, in partnership
with NASA and the local chamber of
commerce and with funding from the
National Science Foundation, he started
a project whose goal was nothing less
than changing the way science is taught
in public schools.
Starting with elementary schools in
Hunts-ville and Madison County, the
Huntsville Alliance for Science Project
(HASP) was a pioneer in developing
materials that teach science using handson exploration rather than textbook
memorization.
Now re-named the Hands-on
Activities Science Program (still HASP),
the program has grown into one of the
prominent successes in the education
reform movement. (Please see story on
page 8.) It grew to include seven North
Alabama school systems and has served
hundreds of thousands of students.
HASP spun off a clone at UAB serv
ing school systems in Central Alabama,
and now has other similar copies in place
in Nashville, Atlanta and Pittsburgh.
HASP was one of eight model programs
chosen by the National Research
Council and the National Science
Resources Center.
"Consider the turtle," said Richardson.
"He progresseth only when he sticks
his neck out. Lou was a little reckless
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Dr. Jan Davis, '83 and '85, became
the first UAH alumnus in space when
she flew aboard the STS-47 space
shuttle mission in September 1992.

about sticking his neck out — and the
university's neck out."
On Aug. 23, 1990, Padulo was allowed
to step down from the presidency.
A month later, it was announced that
UAH was more than $1 million in the
red for the upcoming fiscal year.
It turned out to be a lot more.

In 1989 UAH's Dr. John Christy, front, and
NASA's Dr. Roy Spencer announced that
using satellites to take temperature readings
over most of the Earth's surface, they found
no evidence of global warming. A dozen
years later, their measurements of actual
temperatures in the atmosphere still show
no global-scale warming trend.
Joe Moquin

To guide the university through its
crisis, the UA System board turned to
an old friend.
Serving as interim president after the
Padulo administration "was the most
crash course in university administration
that anybody ever took," said Joe
Moquin, the former chairman and CEO
of Teledyne Brown Engineering. "That
was a crisis year, because of the financial
exigencies that existed. I discovered
something that I had known all along
but that was reinforced in my year here,
and that's the integrity and capability,
the resourcefulness and the vision of the
people at this university.
"My faith in the people here and in
this institution was greatly renewed and
enhanced by my year here.
"I discovered some things. There's
nothing as decentralized as a university.

The basic mission of the university, to
provide education to students, is a
tremendously decentralized activity."
Sorting through some old books
donated to the UAH Library by Ruth
Weber, a local resident, the director of
UAH's special collections discovered
some very old pamphlets with classifica
tion numbers from the Library of
Congress.
What Dr. Jean Perreault had found
was part of a group of books bound by
Thomas Jefferson and later sold to the
Library of Congress. One theory is that a
congressman checked the books out
more than 150 years ago, then took them
home with some of his papers. The pam
phlets were passed down in the family
until Mrs. Weber donated them to UAH
— which later sent them back to the
Library of Congress.
(Frank) Franz said he's met with 13
of the 15 board of trustees members all
around the state since arriving in
Alabama Friday. "Thank goodness
you don't have any more."
— The Huntsville Times,
March 19, 1991

At the press conference in which
he was introduced as UAH's next
president, Franz joked with reporters
that he was attracted to UAH because
Chancellor Philip Austin "promised me
- continued on page 22 ^

- continued from page 21

he would start a football program at
UAH."
The new president of the University of
Alabama in Huntsville began his first
day in office Monday with a pledge to
"bring some rationality to the budgetmaking process."
—The Huntsville Times,
July 16, 1991

Judy Franz, his wife, is appointed to the
physics faculty as a full professor.
Dr. Graeme Duthie, dean of the
College of Science, puts to rest any
concerns about
her qualifications,
telling a local
television station,
"If we had the
opportunity to
recruit Judy Franz
for the Physics
Department, we
would find some
thing for Frank to
Judy Franz
do."
Her prominence in the scientific
community is reaffirmed when Judy
Franz is elected president of the
American Physical Society.

scratched and scraped to find ways
to cover the ones that couldn't be
scraped. But never again. Now, if we have
expenditures that are to be carried for
ward into the following fiscal year, there
has to be money to carry forward as well.
"The thing is, Jerry firmly believed in
that. But he was dealing with a system
that he had inherited."

UAH changing to
semester system in '94
The (academic calendar) used for
decades at UAH originated in the
post-World War II period, when the
University of Alabama main campus
used it for a period of time to hasten
graduation for armed forces veterans,
Franz said.
— The Huntsville Times,
March 17, 1993

The electric physics of Dr. Franz
... (Franz) has a reputation for an
open management style.
"I'm actually a vicious autocrat," he
whispers with a smile.
— The Huntsville Times,
Oct. 20, 1991
How dire was UAH's financial
situation when Franz took office?
"It was terrible," he says. "The
operating budget was between $3 and $5
million out of balance. We really were in
very desperate shape."
Why would someone comfortably
ensconced as provost at a prestigious
institution like the University of West
Virginia consider moving to a smaller
university apparently teetering on the
brink?
"At the time, the West Virginia
legislature was trying to destroy the
university," he explained. "They were
trying to take away the university's
medical school... I was comfortable,
but overseeing the destruction of the
university was not something that I was
interested in doing.
"You could see that UAH, being here
with Marshall Space Flight Center and
Redstone Arsenal and the research park,
was a jewel, a real jewel," he said. "It was
absolutely in distress and, with a lot of
help ... we were able to rescue the
university from a really dire financial
situation.
"The challenge of that was inviting.
When you see problems but you see ways
through those problems, that's a very
attractive situation to embrace."
Some observers note that the new
president is part of a package deal: Dr.
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The change from a "term" academic
calendar to a semester calendar was
undertaken to make life better for
UAH's students, said Franz. Under the
term system, each class covered 14 weeks
of work — one semester — during each
ten-week term. It was a calendar that
made some UAH courses rather ...
intensive.
The semester system "was warmly
embraced by most people, but those who
didn't embrace it were very vocal," he
said. "Most of the students who were
here at that time found the semester
system much better. I think if you had
our present students going back to the
term system, with all of the negatives
that were associated with that, they
would find it very difficult."
While UAH makes great strides in
recruiting and retaining traditional col
lege students, it also remains a place
where older, what at other places might
be considered "non-traditional," students
are welcome.
In 1994 Lowell Mooneyham had been

"I remember that my first year ... we
finally had the Oct. 1 budget in bal
ance," Franz said recently. "It was with a
lot of bloodshed and a lot of difficulty,
but it balanced. Then around
Thanksgiving (Vice President for
Finance and Administration) Jerry
Quick gave me the revised budget ...
"So I took it home and read it. And
the revised budget was now about one
point five million dollars out of balance
again. I called Jerry up, I think it was
Thanksgiving Saturday, and said, 'Jerry,
what the hell is this?'
"He said they were the carry forwards,
authorized expenditures from the previ
ous year that were carried forward into
the next, where things had been ordered
or commitments made
that hadn't been
delivered.
"I said, 'Fine, I'm
familiar with that.
Where is the money
to cover them?' And
there was no money to
cover them.
"So we had —
Jerry's favorite term
was 'a significant emo
tional experience' —
over this issue.
UAH's first concrete canoe, "Humongous," was built in 1986.
"We cancelled some
About 12-feet-long, it weighed 450 pounds and finished last in
(carry forwards) and
regional competition.

In 1988 UAH competed in the first national concrete canoe competition, finishing fifth, in the
"Minnow." Hoisting the boat here are, from left, Dr. John Gilbert, Bob Easter, Ed Palmer,
Donya Harbin (Jeffries), Franklyn Davies (president), and Dr. Jim Uber.

out of high school for four years when he
read that UAH was starting a baseball
team. Talked into enrolling by his wife,
Mooneyham spent a year as the new
team's manager. By 1998 he led the team
in hitting — and in keeping its priorities
straight.
"I was young (when he finished high
school) and when you're young you make
mistakes," he told The Huntsville Times
that year. "I didn't think school
was for me. Now I try to tell the guys to
go to class because most of us aren't
going to get to the next level.
"You need to get an education and get
a good job."
What kind of a place is UAH today?
Pretty much your typical state univer
sity in the Deep South. Students in their
teens retrieving plant sap from rain
forests and boiling it down in search of
new medicines. Or studying cosmological
events on the fringes of the universe.
Sororities squeal. Ice hockey and con
crete canoes.
Pretty normal stuff.
The choir storming Notre Dame in
Paris and the jazz band touring Sweden.
A humongous co-op program (which
might be bigger if so many students didn t have full-time jobs). Students in the
business school revamping old computers
to donate to K-12 schools.
Same old same old.
UAH is the kind of place where a pro
fessor uses 20 million-year-old fossilized
Pigs' heads as a teaching aide. (That's
Eocene, so no jokes about Jurassic pork.)
the kind of a place where no one raises
an eyebrow if a sophomore from New
Market or Yazoo City sticks her head in a
professor's office door to ask if anyone is
using the laser interferometer.
Say what?

was presented as the outstanding student.
She said that but for UAH, she could not
have gone to college. And I got a little
lump ...
"That's really what it's all about. It's
great to look at the buildings and the
campus, but what's really gratifying is to
think about the people who've gone
through there who couldn't have gotten
an education otherwise. And not just
what it means to them, but to their fami
lies, the community, the state, the nation
and the whole world.
"It has been a tremendous reward to
me. I feel good about it — although I
didn't do it to get my name in the
papers."
1

"Footsteps in Huntsville," by James Record
"The University of Alabama in Huntsville —
A History," by James Ferguson III, Spring 1975
2

Pat Richardson

About 58 years have passed since an
errant Softball sent Pat Richardson down
an unexpected path. It has been more
than half a century since he started his
lobbying efforts in the extension office at
(dare I say it?) ... UAT.
"Not in my wildest
dreams did I imagine I
would live to see any
thing like UAH,"
Richardson said during
the university's Silver
Celebration. "Every time
I drive down Sparkman
Drive I get a thrill just
looking at it. Every time
I go to a commencement
and see young people
graduating, it's a thrill.
"I think my most
gratifying experience was
at an alumni association
UAH President Frank Franz cuts off the first slice of Morton Ho
dinner. A girl who was
cake at a 50th anniversary celebration sponsored by the UAH
graduating in engineering Alumni Association. (Photo by Susan Carlson)
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Smoooth

UAH's baseball team finished
2001 as slick as Coach Bobby
Pierce's newly shaved head
Fortunately for Coach Bobby Pierce
and the UAH baseball team, the elevator
between the penthouse and the doghouse
runs in both directions.
Pierce's team proved that in a 2001
season that started with a record-breaking
15-game winning streak and a #1 ranking
atop the NCAA Div. II baseball poll.
A mid- to late-season slump, however,
nearly left the Chargers on the outside
looking in at the Gulf South Conference
tournament. To qualify on the last day of
the season for the last spot in the tourna
ment field, UAH not only had to com
plete a three-game sweep against West
Alabama, it had to hope Montevallo
could upset Lincoln Memorial.
How likely was that?
"Montevallo had only won three or
four conference games going into that
series," said Pierce. "And two of their top
three pitchers didn't make the trip
because of injuries. The first game of the
series LMU ten-run-rules them, the mercy
rule. That's a deflating defeat. In the sec
ond game they get beat by a walk-off
home run in the bottom of the seventh
inning.
"Now they've got to come back for
the last game of the season, virtually for
nothing, and beat a team that's fighting
for a spot in the playoffs. So Montevallo
gives the ball to some guy who's pitched a
little middle relief for them during the
season and he goes out and pitches a win,
five to one."
With Montevallo pitching in, UAH
closed the deal with a 13-7 win over
UWA.
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After slipping into the GSC tourna
ment, the Chargers beat #1 seed Delta
State on a tenth-inning home run by
Link Allen, a reserve utility infielder;
beat West Georgia 7-6 on a two-run dou
ble with two out in the bottom of the
ninth; lost to the Arkansas Tech Wonder
Boys; then battled back through the los
ers' bracket before beating the ATU boys
twice to claim UAH's first Gulf South
Conference baseball championship.
Welcome back to the penthouse.
A season-ending 11-10 loss to Delta
State in the championship round of the
NCAA South Central Regional
Tournament in Abilene, Texas, left Pierce
and his team to console themselves with
nothing more than a conference title, a
fourth consecutive 40+ win season and a
fourth consecutive NCAA tournament
bid. (UAH has had a baseball team for
only six years.)
Pierce is looking eagerly toward 2002,
when he returns at least eight of his top
ten position players, six players he lost to
season-ending injuries, and his top seven
pitchers. That includes a junior college
transfer who pulled off an all-star
double-double.
A junior from Hueytown, AL, Philip
Donaldson led the team with a 3.04
earned run average and was second with a
.405 batting average. He was named to
the all-region second team and the AllGSC second team as both a designated
hitter and a relief pitcher.
"That's probably happened before, but
he's the first player I've had to do it," said
Pierce, "and he's the first I know of in my

20 years of college coaching."
As he has in each of his six years at
UAH, before the season Pierce told his
players that they could shave his head if
the Chargers won either the first ten
games or any 15 in a row — which the
team accomplished in games two through
16. It was the first time Pierce had lost
that bet.
"I usually throw a few traps in there,"
he admits. "We swept Southern IllinoisEdwardsville during this run and they
were in the College World Series. And
they had to finish off against the
University of Tampa, which was No. 1 in
the country."
Will Pierce gamble his regrown tresses
in 2002?
"This 2002 ball club has a chance to
be the best we've had at UAH," he
muses. "And the fact is, we didn't play
very well right after the streak ended ...
"I think we might have seen the last
time for that."

Give me constancy ...
Want to talk about consistency?
This year, Coach Bobby Pierce's Charger
baseball team won about 71 percent of its
games.
Over the past two years, about 70 percent.
Over three years; 71 percent.
Past four years: 71 percent.
Past five years: 72 percent.
All six years: 68 percent
(Whew. That was starting to get weird.)

Turning a loss into a net gain
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After 40 games of the 2001 sea
son, the UAH softball team had a
kind of epiphany.
It came on April 14, in the postgame huddle after an aggravating 6-2
loss to West Florida, a game in which
the Chargers left runners "all over
the bases" and committed several
mental errors on defense, according
to Coach Les Stuedeman.
On an overcast day the
Sportsplex was packed with UAH
fans, and with high school softball
players and their families.
"Everybody in the huddle said this
team has a chance to do something
that they would remember for the
rest of their lives," Stuedeman said.
"We have everything we need: the
talent, the experience and the facili
ties. The only thing left to do is do it.
"I don't know what happened in that
huddle, but we won the next game 12-0
and went on a major roll info the confer
ence tournament. If I could ^pick out a
point where 1 said, 'This team is going to
be special,' that would be it."
How high are Stuedeman's standards
for "special"?
Through the first 40 games — before
it became "special" — UAH's softball
team was struggling along with 31 wins
and nine losses, and had been ranked as
high as #5 in the nation.
Whoof.
After the catharsis Stuedeman's
Chargers did go on a major roll. In the
next eleven games, all wins, the team
gave up six runs. Total. The Chargers
won their first ever Gulf South
Conference Eastern Division crown and
in the first three games of the GSC tour
nament, the Chargers "run ruled"
Central Arkansas, Delta State and
Arkansas-Monticello.
Remember, these are teams that won
the right to play in the GSC tourna
ment. There are no No. 16 seeds. No
walkovers.
The "special" Chargers won their
third consecutive GSC tournament
championship, then hosted and won the
NCAA Div. II South Region
Tournament. That earned them their
second trip in three years to the Softball
College World Series.
Despite losing four senior starters —
nrake that, four senior All-Americans —
Stuedeman said her team goals for next
year are the same as they are every year:

Sophomore left fielder Amber
Fuller leaps into her celebrat
ing teammates after catching
the final out as UAH won the
NCAA South Central
Regional Tournament. Senior
pitcher Lane Davis, below,
was a perfect 3-0 in the
NCAA regional.
UAH photos by Susan Carlson

Is it supposed
to be this easy?

A high grade-point average. Play in the
GSC championship game. Go to the
NCAA regional tournament. Get in a
position to win it all.
"When we're out recruiting, we find
some kids who would rather sit on the
bench at Alabama or Auburn and maybe
get to go to a regional," Stuedeman said.
"The kids we're looking for are the kids
who want to play for the ring ... to get to
the World Series and win.
"That is the goal. Everybody who
comes into this program has that in
mind."

The Gulf South Conference has been
around since 1970.
UAH's softball and baseball teams
have been around since 1996.
For several years, the GSC operated
with only seven or eight member institu
tions. This year there are 18.
Despite the increased odds, this year
UAH became the first school ever to win
GSC baseball and softball championships
in the same season. If you look at the past
six years, however, winning both titles
isn't such a big surprise.
The surprise might be: Why'd it take
so long?
Between them, the two teams have
zero losing seasons. Ever. Only once has
either team failed to win at least 37
games in a season.
The softball team has won four GSC
titles, including the last three in a row,
and has earned two trips to the NCAA
Div. II Softball College World Series.
Over the past four years, the UAH
softball team has compiled a record of
215 wins and 57 loses.
The baseball team, on the other
hand, has earned four consecutive
NCAA tournament bids and four straight
40+ win seasons while compiling a fouryear record of 169 wins against 69 loses.

chargers' rein
A two-time All-Gulf South
Conference player, UAH outfielder
David Gates, '02, was selected by
the Anaheim Angels in the 21st
round of the 2001 major league
baseball draft. Pitcher Adam Bass,
'04, was a first team NCAA AllSouth Central Region selection,
while Gates was named to the Allregion second team. Gates, Bass and
shortstop Wes Long, '04 > were first
team All-Gulf South Conference
selections, while outfielder Andy
Evans, '02, was named to the
second team All-GSC. Bass was
named the GSC East Division
freshman of the year.

Blalock stays on track
UAH s brand new women's track and field team came along at just
the right time for Aytree Blalock, '01.
A runner on the Charger cross country team for four years, Blalock
ran out of NCAA eligibility before she ran out of competitive desire.
Unexpectedly finding herself with a team on which to use her last two
semesters of collegiate competition, she is making the most of the
opportunity.
In June the Cullman native became the first UAH athlete to
compete in the NCAA Div. II track and field championship. During
the national championship meet at Southern Illinois University she
finished eleventh in the women's 3,000 meter finals with a time of
18:00.05.
After graduating in May with her B.S. in biology, Blalock plans to
enter graduate school this fall — part time. By going to school only
part time, she preserves her last semester of NCAA eligibility until
Spring 2002.
"I may want to try coaching or personal training a little later on,"
she explained, "but I enjoy running too much to give it up."
With a high percentage of first-time track athletes filling out the
roster, Blalock certainly had opportunities to run during the UAH
track team's inaugural season. She scored in the 1,500 meter and 800
meter events, then won the 3,000 meter race in one meet, and added
the 5,000 meter event to her program in at least one other meet.
"That's a little over six miles in one day," she said. "That was a
little rough."
Impressively, she was competitive at every distance from 800 to
10,000 meters. While Blalock qualified for the NCAA championship
meet at 5,000 meters, she was only ten seconds off the qualifying time
at 10,000 meters and only eight seconds off at 3,000. Her best event
may be the 1,500 meter run, where her season-best 4:42 was about one
second off the NCAA qualifying time and only nine seconds behind
the time that won in Edwardsville.
She s probably the most competitive runner I've ever coached,"
said David Cain, head coach for UAH's cross country, and track and
field teams. "She knows how to push herself to the limit. When
Aytree toes the line, she's ready to hammer."
"Tough competition forces you to run ... at a higher level," Blalock
said. "I wish I could compete against the clock. A lot of girls can do
that, but not me. I've always needed a lot of competition."
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Philip Donaldson, '02, was named
to two all-star teams — twice. His
unique double-double included
selection to both the All-Gulf South
Conference second team and the
NCAA All-South Central Region
second team as a designated hitter
and a relief pitcher — on both
teams!
Baseball Coach Bobby Pierce was
named Gulf South Conference
coach of the year following the 2001

Softball Coach Les Stuedeman was
named Gulf South Conference
coach of the year following the 2001

season. She also won the honor after
the 1996 season.
Pitcher Lane Davis, '01, was named
Gulf South Conference Player of the
Year for 2001. She also won the
award in 2000. Davis, shortstop
Audrey Williams, '01, centerfielder
Stephanie Berry, '02, catcher Renea
Harrison, '01, and catcher/second
baseman Melanie Carter, '03, were
named to the All-America, AllRegion and All-Gulf South
Conference teams, while infielder
Kristi Braverman, '03, was named
to the All-GSC first team. (That's
six of the nine starters.) During the
2001 season, Berry set an NCAA
Div. II record by successfully stealing
67 bases without being caught.
Andy Blackston has been named
head coach of the Charger women's
basketball team. Blackston served
two years as assistant men's basket
ball coach at UAH. Before coming
to UAH he was a graduate assistant
at Austin Peay State University.
Matt Holaday has been named head
coach of the UAH men's and
women's tennis teams. He coached
at UAH during the 1995 and 1996
seasons, and has been coaching at
Guntersville High School for five
years.

Spring 2001 Athletics Wrap up
SOFTBALL: • 52-14 (24-4 in the GSC) Gulf South Conference
champions.
• NCAA South Central Regional Tournament
champions.
• Lost 3-1 to Bloomsberg State in the Softball
Div. II College World Series.
BASEBALL: • 41-17 (11-9 in the GSC) Gulf South Conference
champions
• Lost 11-10 to Delta State in the championship
game of the NCAA South Central Regional
Tournament.
MEN'S TENNIS: • 1-16 (0-4 in the GSC)
WOMEN'S TENNIS: • 1-14 (0-7 in the GSC)

Vie get teed up
for scholarships
Make plans now to play in the UAH
Alumni Association Golf Classic, on
Thursday, Sept. 20, at the Redstone
Arsenal Golf Course.
While you have fun challenging the
course, you'll also help UAH students;
tournament proceeds benefit the alumni
association's scholarship fund.
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The tournament format is a four-person scramble,
open to men and women of all skill levels, starting
with a cookout lunch at the clubhouse at 11:30 a.m.
Golfing begins with a shotgun start at 1 p.m. The
day ends with the awarding of great prizes. Reserve
your place now before this popular event sells out.
The cost is $125 per player including golf, lunch,
cart, and tee bag. If you've got a foursome in mind,
teams are available for $500, including four players,
carts, lunches, and tee bags.
To show your company's UAH spirit, sponsor a
team with a hole sign. The cost is $650, which
includes golf for four players, carts, lunches, tee bags,
and your company or personal advertising message
displayed on the course.
Can t join us that day? You can still help the
scholarship fund and get recognition in the process
by sponsoring a hole for $150. Your company or
personal advertising message will be displayed at
the outing.
To register, contact the Alumni C>ffice by
telephone at (256) 824-2586 or by e-mail at
alumni@email.uah.edu

Dennis Kross, '68 M.S.,
mechanical engineering, of
Huntsville, was named director
of the Space Transportation
Directorate at NASA's Marshall
Space Flight Center. He went to
work at NASA in 1967 after
working at Lockheed Missiles and
Space Co. in Palo Alto, Calif.
Enid MacDonald Tidwell, '75
B.A., English , of Santa Fe, NM, is
a self-employed sculptor. She is a
past president of the Santa Fe
branch of the American
Association of University Women
(AAUW), an AAUW fellow, and
recipient of a community action
grant in 1997. She and her
husband Roy have five children,
Shawn, Mike, John, Mary Anne
and David — "all successfully
launched."
Dr. Jerry M. Wright, *75 B.S.,
biology, of Arbutus, MD., is a
member of the research faculty in
the Department of Physiology,
Cystic Fibrosis Research Group in
the School of Medicine at Johns
Hopkins University in Baltimore.
A technical expert on lab

computers, electrophysiology
instrumentation and data analysis
protocols, he is working on
high-throughput analysis of cDNA
microarray chip differential gene
expression results. He is trying to
identify molecular correlates
between treatments in cystic
fibrosis cell line expression sys
tems. His laboratory home page is:
www.johnshopkinscfresearch.org/m
embers/jerry/index.htm He is also
a cross-country ski instructor and
tour guide with River &. Trail
Outfitters. Through the American
Hiking Society he is a crew leader
and volunteer for backcountry trail
maintenance in the wilderness
areas of western national forests.
William F. Otto,
Jr., '76 B.S., physics,|
of Moorpark, Calif.,
is the systems engi
neering lead for the
Space-Based Laser
Program at The
Boeing Co., in
Canoga Park, Calif. The joint
venture with Lockheed-Martin and
TRW is developing a prototype
flight experiment to prove the
Continued on page 28

Eight inducted into engineering alumni academy
UAH s Distinguished Engineering
Alumni Academy inducted eight new
honorees in ceremonies in May.
The academy recognizes engineering
alumni for their achievement, leadership
and service to the engineering profession.
Distinguished Engineering Alumni
Awards were presented to:
•Dr. Kelly Grider, '65 M.S.,
electrical engineering and '78 M.S.,
management, was director of the U.S.
Army's Systems Simulation and
Development Directorate at Redstone
Arsenal, where he supervised about 300
engineers and scientists.
• Dr. William Leonard, '68 B.S.,
electrical engineering, '81 M.S. and
83 Ph.D., industrial and systems
engineering, spent three decades with
the U.S. Army's Aviation and Missile
Command and its predecessors. He is now
•n his second career as a principal
research engineer in UAH's Research
Institute;
• Dr. J.N. Reddy, '74 Ph.D.,

engineering mechanics, holds an
endowed chair in mechanical engineering
at Texas A&M University. He has written
12 books on applied mechanics and finite
elements, and is the author of more than
200 technical papers;
• Dr. Gurmej Sandhu, '79 Ph.D.,
electrical engineering , is CEO and
founder of Sigmatech. Opened in 1986,
the company had more than $13 million
in sales last year and employs more than
150 people in eight offices in the U.S.
and India; and
• Dr. Nobie Stone, '79 Ph.D.,
mechanical engineering, is the project
scientist for the ProSEDS Tether
Propulsion Orbital Flight Demonstration
team at SRS Technologies. He retired in
August 2000 from NASA's Marshall
Space Flight Center. He has more than
150 scientific and technical publications
and presentations.
Distinguished Young Engineering
Alumni Alumni Awards were presented to:
• Dr. Richard W. Amos, '88 M.S.,

and '92 Ph.D., industrial and systems
engineering, is director of the U.S. Army
Aviation and Missile Command's System
Simulation and Development Directorate.
He played a key role in planning that
preceded the merger of the Army's
aviation and missile commands;
• Lewis Graham, '94 M.S., electrical
engineering, was instrumental in the
formation of Z/I Imaging, a joint venture
of Intergraph Corp. and Carl Zeiss. He
has led the company from start up to
earnings of $43 million in the first fiscal
year and the top market share in the
Earth-imaging business. He is leading
development of the world's first large
format digital camera for mapping and
engineering applications; and
•Dr. Robert R. Little, '88 B.S., '92
M.S. and '98 Ph.D., mechanical
engineering, is a research aerospace
engineer and leader of the Propulsion
Systems Function, Test and Analysis
Group at the U. S. Army Aviation and
Missile Command.

UAH Alumni Association
becomes member of CFC
UAH alumni who are also federal
employees now have a way to make their
charitable contributions do double duty.
For the first time, the UAH Alumni
Association has been designated as a
member organization of the Tennessee
Valley Combined Federal Campaign
(CFC). This means contributions made
to the CFC can be designated to the
alumni association, earning donors
recognition from both organizations.
All contributions earmarked for the
UAH Alumni Association will go to the
association's scholarship fund, which
provides grants ranging from $500 to
$1,400 to students representing all five
of the university's colleges.

The 2001 CFC kickoff is Oct. 2 and
the campaign will continue through
Nov. 19. Federal employees will receive
information at work. To designate a gift
to the alumni association, write number
9097 on your contributor card.
A gift of $25 or more qualifies you for
active membership in the UAH Alumni
Association. For information on member
ship, go to our web site at www.uah.edu

UAH membership in PAC tops 250
More than 250 UAH faculty and staff
members are participating in the
University of Alabama System's Political
Action Committee, according to Gary
Smith, UAH's director of governmental
relations.
Smith is pleased but not surprised at
the recent surge in participation.
"For years higher education has been
forced to stand in the back of the line
when it came to state appropriations," he
said. "The only way to keep from losing
additional millions of dollars in state
appropriations is to fight back. I think
this surge in PAC membership clearly
demonstrates that our faculty, staff and
students are tired of being treated like
'second class citizens' in this state."
The University of Alabama System
created a political action committee
(PAC) to give UAH, UAB and UA
more clout when decisions are made on
where money is spent.
"Virtually every interest group in the
state has a PAC," said Dr. Joan
Williamson, a member of the UAH
faculty and past-president of the Faculty

Senate. "We were one of the few
organizations that didn't. PACs have
been very effective in electing candidates
who support the interests of K-12 and
many other interest groups."
She said the numbers exist within the
UA System to produce a very effective
PAC. The three campuses have more
than 40,000 students, and 20,000 fulltime and part-time faculty and staff,
including almost 6,000 employees at the
UAB hospitals. Added to the more than
175,000 university system alumni, this
could create a substantial resource to
support the system's legislative agenda.
"We've been successful in getting
PAC members from the faculty and staff
on our three campuses," Smith said. "We
look forward to equal success in gaining
support from our alumni."
Contributions in any amount are
accepted from anyone, Williamson said.
There is no minimum contribution.
For information, contact Smith by
e-mail at smithgd@uah.edu or by
telephone at (256) 824-6084.

Share /our expertise w ith a UAH student
"If I'd only known then what I know
now," is a sentiment sometimes remorse
fully applied to career decisions.
Spending time with people who work
in the fields they are considering can help
college students affirm career
decisions or provide a reality check that
can prevent later regrets.
The Office of Career Services is
seeking Huntsville-area alumni willing to
28

help UAH students navigate the career
decision-making process. Volunteers are
needed in several areas, including those
who can spend time talking with students
about their occupations, who are willing
to let a student "shadow" them at work,
or who can provide internships.
If you can help, contact UAH's
Kathleen Heckman by telephone at 8246612 or e-mail at heckmank@email.uah.edu.
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effectiveness and feasibility of a missile
defense system based on a "constellation"
of high-energy lasers in space. Otto is vice
chairman of the Moorpark Planning
Commission, and is a member of several
professional societies. He was runner-up for
the Missile Defense and Space Control
Engineer of the Year in 2001, received a
Boeing President's Award in 2000 and a
United Technologies President's Award in
1989, and was a finalist for the Lasers and
Electro-Optics Engineer of the Year in
1999. He and his wife Elizabeth have three
children, Chris, Jennifer and Hayley.
Edward O. Falkowski, '78 B.A., history,
of Boulder, CO, is an attorney in the U.S.
Department of Labor, Office of the
Solicitor, in Denver, representing the U.S.
in court cases relating to the Occupational
Safety and Health Act, the federal Mine
Safety and Health Act, and various
"whistleblower" statutes. He and his wife
Gail Neal Falkowski, '78 B.S., nursing,
have two children, Isaac and Galia.
Kurt L. Everhart, '79 B.S., electrical
engineering; '79 B.S., mechanical
engineering, of Guntersville, is a senior
engineer with ERC, Inc., doing verification
activities for space station hardware. He is
an EMT and volunteers with the Union
Grove Volunteer Fire Department.
Christine Boylston
Ferris, '83 B.A., English,
of Diamond Bar, CA, is a
freelance writer and poet.
She is working on a
National Register of
Historic Places nomination
of the D.H. Lawrence ranch
near Taos, NM, and is a member of the
D.H. Lawrence Society of North America.
She and her husband J im have two
children.
Paul W. Tygielski, '83 B.S.B.A.,
marketing, of Huntsville, is a technical
manager at Intergraph. He and his wife
Cindy have two children, Stephen and
Matthew.
Linda Foster Wayden, '85 B.S.,
chemical engineering, is a principal
engineer at Boeing's Delta IV Operations
in Decatur, AL, where she works with
rocket production processes, including
thermal protection systems, paints and
coatings, insulation and adhesives. She
and her husband, Ron Wayden, '84 B.S.,
electrical engineering, live in Huntsville.
Continued on page 29

Alumni association announces free permanent e-mail program
Starting Sept. 1, UAH alumni can get a
free, permanent e-mail-forwarding address
that never needs to be changed no matter
how often a person relocates, changes jobs,
or switches Internet service providers.
The UAH Alumni Association is
providing the service as a way to stay in
touch with alumni and to give graduates
the prestige of showing UAH in the
address of each e-mail they send.
"Addresses are formatted with
alumni.uah.edu, so people know right
away you are a UAH graduate," said
association president Gregg Geis, '83.
"It's a subtle resume."
Because your screen name never
changes, permanent e-mail forwarding
eliminates the hassle of notifying friends
and colleagues (and inevitably missing a
few) of a new e-mail address each time you
move, change jobs, or switch Internet
providers.

UAH alumni may register for the
service on-line by designating a home or
business e-mail address to which e-mail
will be forwarded. From then on, they use
their alumni.uah.edu address for all ecorrespondence. Messages are forwarded
through the university's state-of-the art
equipment to the individual's private
home or business e-mail address.
If your actual e-mail address changes,
one visit to the UAH web site to update
your forwarding address in our system
sends all of your messages to your new
address automatically.
To use the service you must have an
Internet service provider and a home or
business e-mail address. Forwarding not
only makes it much easier to remain in
touch with friends, family, and business
associates, but it gives you more privacy
because your private e-mail address
remains confidential.

Alumni.uah.edu doesn't store your
messages. E-mail is forwarded in seconds;
the content of your messages aren't read or
modified.
Alumni.uah.edu is a free service offered
exclusively for graduates. Occasionally,
the Alumni Association may also use the
service to send brief, timely messages
about upcoming events, alumni activities,
and important happenings on campus.
By providing permanent e-mail
forwarding, UAH joins a national trend
among universities like Stanford, Georgia
Tech, Harvard, and MIT to modernize
alumni services by offering high tech
conveniences to technologically savvy
graduates.
To sign-on, go to http://www.uah.edu/alumni, click on "E-mail Forwarding" and
follow the on-screen instructions.

Alumni pathway honors people, accomplishments
Leave a permanent memento of your
self or tell someone else how much you
care by adding a personalized paver to
the new UAH alumni commemorative
pathway.
The pathway project features engraved
brick pavers bearing messages ranging
from straightforward declarations of
name and graduation year, to whimsical
expressions and touching tributes.
Craft your message to honor your own
college years, say thanks to a favorite
professor or mentor, salute a graduate,
recognize career accomplishments, or
create a memorial to a loved one.
Sponsored by the UAH Alumni
Association, proceeds from the sale will
benefit alumni programs and services. The
cost of the pavers is tax-deductible as a
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Charles H. Wright, '85 B.S.,
mechanical engineering, of Decatur, is a
product engineer at DaimlerChrysler
Corp. in Huntsville, where he develops
mechanical components for instrument
clusters and radios.
James Rickard Thompson, '86 B.S.,
chemical engineering; '92 M.S.,
mechanical and aerospace engineering,
of Boaz, is a research engineer supervis
ing advanced materials and product

Michelle Durnina '01
B.S., Nursing
I knew I coufd do ft >
V
1 1 f "If
charitable contribution.
The antiqued terra cotta colored brick
pavers are available in two sizes: 4 inches
by 8 inches, and 8 inches by 8 inches.
Lettering is engraved and then filled-in
with a black flexible compound. The
4-by-8-inch bricks can accommodate
messages of two or three, 20-character
lines. The 8-by-8-inch pavers hold a

development at DaimlerChrysler
Huntsville Electronics. He serves on the
board of advisors of the Southeastern
Automotive College at The University
of Alabama, Tuscaloosa. He and his wife
Ruth-Ellen have two children, James and
Andrew.
Ronica Fisk Ondocsin, '87 B.S., civil
engineering, of Huntsville, is a selfemployed consultant and civil engineer.
She is also a volunteer house-leader with
Habitat for Humanity of Madison
County. She and her husband Bill have
one daughter, Abbigail.

maximum of seven, 20-character lines.
Greek letters are available for an
additional charge. Custom pavers for
displaying corporate logos can also be
ordered.
The pavers will be permanently
embedded adjoining new sidewalks
outside the Salmon Library.
The 4-by-8-inch pavers with two
lines cost $125; 4- by 8-inch pavers
with three lines are $150; 8- by 8-inch
pavers with seven lines are $250. Pavers
with custom logos are available in the 8by-8-inch size only for $500.
To order, complete and return the order
form below, or order on-line with a credit
card at http://www.uah.edu/alumni. Click
on "commemorative pavers."

Sue Kell Zupko, '87 B.S.B.A.,
marketing, '90 M.A.S., management,
and '98 M.S., education, of Huntsville,
teaches the gifted and talented classes
at Williams Elementary School. She is
active in Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts,
and is a member of the National
Association for Gifted Children, the
Alabama Association for Gifted
Children and the National Science
Teachers Association. She and her
husband William have two children,
Gui and Andy.
Continued on page 30
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Rosemary Farsoun, '88, B.S.B.A.,
accounting, of Oak Ridge, Tenn., is an
accountant in the U.S. Department of
Energy s Oak Ridge Financial Service
Center. She coordinates sending
financial data to DOE headquarters and
is responsible for financial reporting for
the Oak Ridge Operations Office's
nuclear material inventory.

Irvin T. Newberry, '88 M.S., physics,
is a senior engineer at Computer Science
Corporation, where he is involved in mis
sile defense research and development.
He and his wife Mary Kathryn live in
Huntsville.
Gregory M. Wright, '89 B.S.,
math, of Huntsville, is operations and
verification manager in the Chandra
Program Office at NASA's Marshall
Space Flight Center. He is responsible
for continued operations of the Chandra
X-Ray Observatory Operations Control
Center in Cambridge, MA. He has
received both the NASA Exceptional
Service Medal and the NASA "Silver
Snoopy" award. He is chairman of
trustees at Monte Sano United Methodist
Church and is active at the Early Works
Children's Museum and the Burritt
Museum. He and his wife Jennifer have
two children, Hannah and Marshall.
Jodi Preston Swistek, '91 B.S.,
electrical engineering, of Madison, is
division controller for BFI Waste Services
in Huntsville, responsible for accounting
functions at four company locations. A
member of St. John's Catholic Church,
she is advisor to UAH's chapter of Chi
Omega Fraternity and treasurer for the
Huntsville Chi Omega alumnae chapter.
She is a graduate student in UAH's
College of Administrative Science. She
and her husband Michael have two

children, Sabrina and Samantha.
Elise Bryan Tallman, '91 B.S., biology,
of Huntsville, is a program analyst for
CAS, Inc. She is a member of the
National Contract Management
Association and the Society for Creative
Anachronism
William K. Tapscott, Jr., '92 B.S.B.A.,
management information systems, of
Dallas, is an attorney with Baron and
Budd PC.
Julie H. Finley, '93 M.S., operations
research, of Madison, is a senior system
engineer working on the Theater HighAltitude Area Defense contract for
Lockheed Martin Space Systems of
Huntsville. She has received a "Silver
Snoopy" award from NASA. She is a
Sunday school teacher at Asbury United
Methodist Church and a volunteer coach
for AYSO soccer, the Madison Baseball
Association and the Basketball
Association of Madison. She and her
husband Paul have two children, Tyler
and Tanner.
Bonnie Roberts, '94, M.S., English, of
Huntsville teaches creative writing at Lee
High School and has published a collec
tion of poetry, "To Hide in the Light,"
which was nominated for a Pulitzer prize.
She has won awards to study and write
abroad from the National Endowment for
the Humanities, the Fulbright program,
and Poetry Ireland.
Karen Lewis Ferrer,
'96 B.S. chemistry, is a
doctoral candidate at the
University of Virginia,
where she is studying how
corrosion develops of the
fuselages of aging aircraft.

Join today! You'll receive:
An attractive membership card, embossed with your name
Discounts on campus, including for membership at the new
University Fitness Center (opening Fall 2001), at the University
Bookstore, and the Bevill Conference Center
Privileges at the Salmon Library and Alabama Credit Union
Discounts on rental cars and hotel rooms
The satisfaction of knowing you are helping students follow
your path.
Join on-line at http://www.uah.edu/alumni or mail a check made
payable to the UAH Alumni Association to 131 Alumni House,
Huntsville, AL 35899. Phone: 256-UAH-ALUM
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She chairs the young adult ministry at St.
Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church and is
a member of the National Association of
Corrosion Engineers and the Electro
chemical Society. She and her husband
Gabriel live in Charlottesville.
Lt. Col. Richard E. Nichols, Jr., '96
M.S., management of Springfield, VA,
is deputy director of U.S. Army Special
Programs in the Pentagon. His office is
responsible for planning, programming,
budgeting and acquiring transportation
systems for the Army, was well as coordi
nating research and development with
other military services. He and his wife
Laura have three children, Jason, Ryan
and Corey.
Michael D. Watson, '96 M.S.,
electrical engineering, of Madison, is
an optical engineer at NASA's Marshall
Space Flight Center, where he works
on optical gyroscope technology, and
sensors based on nanotechnology, optical
transistors or MEMS. He is a member of
the Society of Photo-Instrumentation
Engineers and the Huntsville ElectroOptical Society. He and his wife Lisa
have four children, Brandon, Zachary,
Olivia and Micah.

In Memorium
George P. Kramer, Jr., '71
Robbie J. Neighbors, former director of
the learning resource center in UAH's
College of Nursing.
Dr. Jean Perrault, professor emeritus and
director of the UAH library from 1968
to 1974.
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Geis leads UAH alumni in 2002;
eight are named to alumni board
Gregg Geis, '83, was elected to a
second term as president and eight alumni
were elected to the UAH Alumni
Association's board of directors at the
organization's annual meeting on June 28.
The new board members, each elected
to a renewable one-year term, are
Elizabeth Abel, '81; Brian Garstang, '98;
Patricia McCay, '81; Patricia Newcomb,
'91 and '93; Michelle Reavis, '92; Barry
Simpson, '87; Karen Steele, '94; and C.
Todd Whetstone, '97.
They join 14 returning board members,
including Geis and the other officers.
Karol Kapustka, '77 and '94, was named
vice president for fund raising. William
Leonard, '68, '81 and '83, is vice presi
dent for membership. Pat Riley, '75, will
serve as vice president for social activities.
Ernest Ritch, '74, is comptroller; and
Mary Bonilla, '80 and '87, was elected
secretary.
"The returning board members and I
are especially pleased with this new group
of board members," said April Harris,
executive director of the alumni associa
tion. "They are proven leaders who bring
enthusiasm, a fresh perspective and a
variety of occupational expertise to the
association.
"We look for them to provide leader
ship and vision as the association builds
new services and programs to meet the
needs of UAH graduates."
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Gregg Geis, '83 B.S.,
math, is senior
systems analyst at
NCCIM.

Karol Burson Kapustka,
'77 B.S. and '94 M.S.,
nursing, is director of
nursing operations at
Huntsville Hospital.

Dr. William Leonard,
'68 B.S., electrical
engineering, '81 M.S.
and '83 Ph.D.,
industrial and systems
engineering, is principal
research engineer in the
UAH Research Institute,

Pat Croll Riley, '75
B.A., psychology,
is a teacher in the
Huntsville city school
system.

Ernest Ritch, '74
B.S.B.A., accounting; is
owner and a broker with
Ritch Realty in
Huntsville.

Mary Self Bonilla, '80
B.S. and '87 M.S.,
nursing, is a clinical
assistant professor of
nursing at UAH.

Elizabeth Williams
Abel, '81 B.A.,
English, is a lawyer
with Lanier Ford Shaver
&. Payne, P.C., of
Huntsville.

Brian Garstang, '98
B.S.B.A., finance, is a
contracts manager at
TEKsystems.

Patricia Klutts McCay,
'81 B.S.B.A.,
marketing is president
and owner of The
Consulting Group, Inc.,
and TriTech Solutions,
L.L.C.

Patricia Newcomb, '91
B.A. and '93 M.A.,
English, is a staff writer
at The Huntsville Times.

Michelle Metzcus
Reavis, '92 M.S.,
management, is an
enterprise information
officer with Dynetics,
Inc.

Barry Simpson, '87
B.A., political
science, is a paralegal
with Bell Richardson,
LLP.

Karen Steele, '94 B.A.,
psychology, is a regional account
manager with WAFF-TV.
(Photo not available)

C. Todd Whetstone, '97
B.S.B.A., finance, is an
assistant vice-president at
SouthTrust Bank.
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